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Football Premiership: Aston Villa 3 Arsenal 2 

Gregory lays claim 
to the title deeds 


David Lacey at Villa Park 

M AYBE Aston Villa are 
something more than pre- 
Christmas pretenders. Cer- 
tainly they are championship 
material if powers of recovery are 
anything logo by. 

Last Sunday a stunning second- 
half revival restored John Gregory’s 
(earn to the top of the Premiership 
after Manchester United had briefly 
occupied Lop spot following Sat- 
urday's games. Arsenal’s period of 
travail appeared over when Dennis 
Bergkamp gave them a 2-0 lead on 
the stroke of half-time with his 
second goal of the game, but after 
Julian Joachim had restored Villa’s 
interest in the contest Dion Dublin 
scored twice to bring them a memo- 
rable victory in a thoroughly enter- 
taining match. 

The victory over the champions 
end Double winners, and especially 
the manner in which it was 
achieved, will have done much to 
restore confidence among the Villa 
supporters after only two points had 
been taken from four games, their 
previous game, at Chelsea, being 
lost after Tore Andre Flo grabbed 
an injury-lime winner. Here, Villa 
simply refused to admit that a 
revived Arsenal side were their 
superiors; it was a triumph of 
stubbornness as much as anything. 

Gregory said: "1 believe after the 
week we have had against Manches- 
ter United, Chelsea and Arsenal, 


Cryptic crossword by Gordius 



1 Printer’s top money-making : 

equipment (8) ■ 

5 Settle on 1214 feet (6) 

9 Woman prepares meals with 
water (5,3) 

10 Place to lay one's head at small 
house for clergy (6) 

1 1 Resort gives soldiers nothing to 
swear about (8) 

1 2 This month Includes little time 
very near the middle (0) 

14 Putting on aira before getting 
tight... (10) 

18 ... remedy for one who haa had 
one over the eight? (6,4) 


22 Vehicle weight with packaging 


23 Furniture that was sat on and 
■ broken by a lady? (8) 

24 Gold coin Initially concealed as a 
plant (6) 

25 It may help to avoid a serious 
charge (8) 

26 Important character of 
Midwestern establishment (6) 

27 -Alien called, without disturbing 

• rest (8) ■ 


1 Some agreement achieved, but 
containing little substance (6) 




that there are four Learns who have 
the potential to be champions — 
including us. ” 

At the same time Gregory’s tacti- 
cal switches in the second half 
contributed in no small part to the 
way his team turned the match 
around. His introduction of Stan 
Collymore, who had begun the 
afternoon on the bench, to augment 
Dublin and Joachim up front 
steadily eroded the efficiency of an 
Arsenal defence which, while lack- 
ing the Injured Tony Adams, had 
hitherto resisted Villa's untidy at- 
tacks with little difficulty. "My play- 
ers let me speechless at the end but 
they had also left me speechless at 
half-time. In the first half we played 
with fear,” said Gregory. 

For Arsine Wenger the most dis- 
appointing aspect of this defeat will 
be the way his team's organisation 
at the hack crumbled away after 
Bergkamp and Nicolas Anelka had 
dominated much of the first half. 
Arsenal performed some extraordi- 
nary tactical contortions in their 
efforts to regain the Initiative, one of 
which involved Steve Bould spend- 
ing a period on the left wing. 

Having also gone four Premier- 
ship matches without a win, Arsenal 
were as keen as Villa to go for three 
points, and the commitment of both 
sides to attack ensured a rewarding 
spectacle from the outset. Yet Villa 
struggled to get into the game. 

Tlie opening goal, after 14 min- 
utes, stemmed from Fredrik IJung- 









Rising expectations . . . Arsenal keeper David Seaman leaps to deny 
the home side's highest Jumper Ugo Ehiogu photo michael steele 


berg, a strong influence in the first 
half, beating Alan Wright in the air. 
As the ball bobbed on, Anelka’s 
head flicked it past Gareth South- 
gate with Bergkamp surging 
through to gain possession. The 
bounce was awkward, the ball just 
would not come down, but 
Bergkainp’s technique enabled him 
to beat Michael Oakes with a hori- 
zonLal volley. 

Villa’s immediate response was 
ragged, with little of consequence 
reaching Dublin, and Joachim’s ten- 
dency to snatch at everything, waat- 


2 Subtle distinction of sister 
divided by a state religion (6) 

3 The first of three children needs 
a nose wipe (6) 

4 He wrote settings to be found In 

a psalter (10) Duncan Mackay In Ferrara 

6 Student taking a job to support 

his studies (8) A GREAT year for British ath- 

7 At the pole and In the Arctic /vletes ended on n suitably 

Circle might be snow (8) high note when Paula Radcllffc 

8 The Saint could be alow to act won the European Cross-coun- 

(8) try Championships here Inst 

1 3 She catches a man by cunning Sunday, to claim her first senior 
wile, but there's no warmth In II title. 

I (5,5) The Bedford runner’s doml- 

| 15 Story of stake-holding: the City nating performance over a field 
act (6) that included Fernanda RIbeiro, 

1 6 A boy overtaken by hla senior In the Olympic 10,000 metres 


ing what decent service there was. 
In the closing seconds of the half 
Bergkamp and Anelka sliced 
through Villa’s cover with n double 
exchange of passes which ended 
with the Frenchman dragging die 
ball back from the byline for the 
Dutchman to turn it past Oakes 
once more. 

The second half of the match was 
delayed by 15 minutes after a mem- 
ber of the RAF Hawks parachute 
team, jumping to publicise an insur- 
ance service, crashed into the roof 
of the main stand before plunging 


on to the perimeter track. It was tht 
third serious accident at a match in- 
wiving Arsenal this season. Villas 
physiii, Jim Walker, was among 
those who raced to his help. 

At Coventry a steward was 
crushed to death by Arsenal’s team I 
bus, and during this month’s Chain- 
pious League game in Athens a 
Panntliinaikus supporter suffered a 
fatal fall fnun the top of a stand. '■ 

Villa appeared to be in a dilemma / 
when the gniue restarted- If they 1 
brought on Collymore, cover would 
have to he sacrificed somewhere, 
Inviting Arsenal to score a third 1 
goal. Bill Gregory allowed only 
eight minutes of the second half to 
pass by before taking off Gareth 
Barry, now a tired teenager, with- 
drawing Wright to a back four and 
using Collymore to create a front 
three. 

Had Oakes not dealt smartly with 
a shot from Marc Overmars just be 
fore the hour the switch might haw 
been academic. As it wa9 Villa wer? 
level by the 65th minute. I 

First Collymore 's run stretched: 
Arsenal at the back, and Lee H» 
tine's short, square pass set up 
Joachim for a goal taken sharply , 
with the outside of a foot. Then 
Joachim's centre from the right sa* 
a shot from Dublin blocked, Alan 
Thompson prodded the rebound 
forward, and Dublin move clear cl 
the defence to beat David Seaman 
In vain Arsenal claimed, with some 
justification, that Dublin was off- 
side. 

Either wny Villa now sensed they 
could win a match that only 2P 
minutes earlier hod seemed well 
beyond them. Sure enough, In lb 
83rd minute Thompson's corner 
from the right cleared the leaping 
Martin Keown, and Dublin had time 
and space to control the ball before 
driving it into the roof of the net. 
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In an extraordinary week the US president suffers the humiliation of impeachment while ordering air strikes against Iraq 


Clinton seeks deal 
to save presidency 


I Martin Kettle and Speaker in less than two months. 

Man Borger In Washington The shock resignation of the 

; Speaker-elect, Bob Livingston, only 

I HE White House this week weeks after he forced his predeces- 

launched a secret drive to *«r Newt Gingrich to quit, left Con- 






save Bill Clinton's presidency, gressnian Dennis Hastert of Illinois 


, bsthan 24 hours after he became 
ilit first United Slates president in 


s the front-runner for the post. 
Meanwhile Larry Flynt, the pub- 


130 years to face a Senate impeach- lisher whose investigations into 


wnt trial 

li followed a two-day debate i 


congressional sex lives forced Mr 
Livingston to quit as Speaker, has 


tht House of Representatives, tie- Ihreutvned to release details 


ip 


--/if.- y 


ky?d after Mr Clinton ordered aii 


other Republicans before 


strikes against Iraq, at the end of Congress reconvenes in January, 


r -isfey \ //£, -Y V J 

mfflm 


’jtiidrcongressmen voted for two of As Washington drew breath after 

Mr Clinton's advisers have begun assault on Iraq, opinion polls 
MBuhations with Senate Republi- slmwi-d continued strong ratings im- - - 

tans on possible compromise deals, Mr Clinton, but also a rise in those Mopping-up operation . . . The deck of t 

* w ^ch the president woidd be who want him to resign and end the came to holt Air strikes against Baghdad 

ensured and perhaps fined, thus constitutional standoff. 

voiding a trial which sonic experts An NBC poll taken after Lite I yrr\ -p 4-U ■ 

■ay could last up to six months. House vote showed Mr Clinton's 1 [ /Hf ] fHf 111 

Impeachment and removal of the support rose from 68 per cent to 

President from office would require 72 per cent. But a Newsweek mnga- 

Mwo-llurds Senate majority. zinc pull showed a rise to 44 per Guardian Reporters T 

me Northern Ireland peace- cent of those wanting Mr Clinton to Coh 

i P' a ' ter ' Senator George Mitchell, a resign. Other polls showed fewer RITAIN and the United Slates the i 

' "finer Senate majority leader, was people backing resignation. reserved the right to launch our 

! ^peeled to be called in to spear- There were early hints that some LJ fresh attacks on Iraq as the to c« 


It’s lucky 1 3th for Radcliffe 


the race (8) 

17 Leading man said to upset 
Philip's wife (8) 

1 9 Worker turns up to Join work unit 
north of the border (6) 

20 Strong line: If you take one for 
nothing (6) 

2 1 Donkey ol the Orange Order (6) 


Last week’s solution 
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I screw but, as she entered the 
I last kilometre with RIbeiro, 
famed for her sprint finish, sail 
on her shoulder, it looked as u 
would be a familiar tale at the 
end. 

Yet even the Portuguese run- 
ner whb unable to hold on to 

Radcliffe as the relentless pace 
took Us toll, and she faded to 
fourth. The last to succumb, to 
the closing 300m, as RadcUfte 
won by three seconds were 
Finland’s Anne marl Sandell. 
the 1995 champion, and Yugo- 
slavia’s OHveraJevtic.who 


1 l"nner Senate majority leader, was pc 
' ^; 1Cd tfJ 0, H e( l ■■■ *° spear- 
1 attempt to strike a deal. Ri 
™ Clinton said Inst Saturday llml Hi 
' •'P'ttHeil to n R hl to remain in the lu 


Mnpping-up operation . . . The deck of the US aircraft carrier Enterprise is swahheri down after Uio order 
came to holt air strikes against Baghdad phot- .«-,r.,r h - p.-» i ...m-ues, 

Iraq faces threat of fresh attacks 

Guardian Reporters The US defence secretary. William I dishonour and a great crime in 

Cohen, said: “We are going to be in these days and in the day of judg- 

RITAIN and the United States the region, we are going to maintain | ment to those enemies of God and 


Republicans shared the White two governments struggled to win 
House aim of averting n long mul international support this week for a 


fresh attacks on Iraq as the to continue the sanctions and watch 


? going | humanity who committed it.’' 


to make sure that he doesn't pose a 


Under UN resolutions, the cco- | 
nomic sanctions imposed after 


■totnweil to light to remain in the humiliating trial which would lock policy of containment following four reconstitute these programmes, 

■lute House until “the last hour of up Congress, presidency and days of intense air strikes against Iraq's ambassador to the 
'"t last ilay of my term" nnd to supreme court business. Saddam Hussein's regime. Nlzar Hamdoun, said the a 


"There has to be some considera- 


Iraq's ambassador to the UN, that Iraq is free of all nuclear, 
Saddam Hussein's regime. Nlzar Hamdoun, said the allied chemical and biological weapons 

, — ... ... m i mil- una m ur aumc luiisim i n- Tony Blair, ordering the aircraft attacks had killed or wounded thou- and long-range missiles. How that is 

! 'Wftwidtnt Al Gore. tiou to what you do that is the best carrier HMS Invincible to the Gulf, sands of people. Previous reports to be done without Unscom remains 

i , A* 'he president went to church under the circumstances to resolve insisted that if Britain and the US indicated that at least 42 people had unanswered. 

■ W Sunday with his daughter, this matter in the best interests of had not taken action to keep Presi- been killed and 96 wounded. The Pentagon said 425 Toma- 

iWsea, the White House chief of the country," Orrin Hatch, the dent Saddam “in his cage" their cred- Intensive diplomatic activity is hawk cruise missiles were fired dur- 
ii°lin fiesta, said Mr Clinton Senate judiciary committee chair- ibility would have been "reduced to now expected to build international ing the campaign — more than the 

, not step down. “I think if the man and a senior Republican, said. zero". support for a new policy of contain- number fired in the entire Five-week 

. knl were to resign under these Mr Hatch called on the Senate With unconfirmed reports of ment, with Britain trying to mend Gulf war to evict Iraq from Kuwait, 

.‘^stances, it would weaken the majority leader, Trent Lott, to con- thousands of Iraqis killed and in- fences with its European partners Iraq says its gunners shot down I 

j^ency, i t wou j ( | wea k en t | ie cluct a private straw poll of senators jured in Operation Desert Fox and after resentment over the fact that more than 100 Tomahawks. The 

IJ^tution, it would undermine to see whether Mr Clinton is likely doubts about how much damage only Britain acted with the US. offensive involved 650 aircraft mis- 

. ^ Prarf-cc d- li n-_»i ha/I Konn dnna i.i th»rvii,ntrv , e mili- RiiqqIs siiirl that the US and fiinns indudintr 32 sortie*; hv 


champion, took to 1 3 the mun- Finland’s Anne mart Sai 

ber of European titles won by the 1995 champion, an 
British athleteB during 1998. slnvia’s Olivers Jevtic, v 

Radcliffe will always believe It had beaten Radcliffe In 
would have been 14 but for the Budapest, 

virus she contracted before the 
European Championships in 
Budapest which reduced her to 
a shadow of herself as she fin- 
ished fifth in the 10,000 metres. 

“This doesn’t totally make up for 
the summer, but it makes up in 
a little way," Radcliffe said. 

Doubto have played on ber 
mind since that day, four months 
ago, but they were spectacularly 
exorcised here in the north 
Italian city. “I really, really 
needed tb win this,” she said. “I 
knew I was under pressure and 
didn’t really know how I would 
feel.” 

, It was a signature Radcliffe 
performance as she took the 
race to her rivals from the gun. 1 

The longer the 5.5 km race ^ . , ... 

lasted the tighter she turned the Radeltffe '. i . 


Process the Founding Fathers to be convicted. 


""•place. II woidd be a bad Uiing 
i w *»rica,'MrPodest»said. 

i ltH,,* in House last Sat- 
I %L| Republican 1 party 


had been done to the country's mili- Russia said that the US and sions, including 32 sorties by 
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The two articles of impeachment iary machine, President Saddam Britain had finally shown common 12 RAF Tornndo Fighter-bombers. 

cover peijury in Mr Clinton’s claimed his country had been victo- sense by halthig the attacks, and — ; 

oonllnued on page 3 rious over the “enemies of God". France and China, also UN Security World reaction, page 3 

Asked what would bigger future. Council members, urged new ef- Comment, page 10 

Washington poBt, page 13 action against Iraq, the British prime forts to solve the crisis. Le Monde, page 1 1 

minister said: "II he ISaddam) ooses Moscow has been incensed that 
any threat to the outside world, we Washington and London disre- 

Will act again." But he acknow- garded Its views over Iraq and by- China aCtS-tO 4 

ledged there was no guarantee that passed the Security Council, where .. 
the Iraqi leader could be removed. Russia has die right of veto as one Silence UlsaiQeniS 
In halting the strikes. President of five permanent members. . 

tlinton said the 70-hour assaulthad President Jacques Chirac of taw loros give ( 

severely damaged Iraq’s ability to France called for a review of the Pinochet hope 

build weapons of mass destruction. International oil embargo on Bagh- — 

" But the inspectors of the United dad, saying liviilg conditions In Iraq Countdown to 15 

Nations Special Commission (Un-' had to be improved urgently. hlr»h 

scorn), charged with monitoring In Baghdad, the end of the bomb- euro 8 oirin 

and destroying Iraq’s banned chero- ing was met with relief by ordinary Because of distribution problems 

leal and biological arsenal, seem people. In his second pre-recorded over the holiday seeson, we are 

unlikely to: be allowed .to resume television message In three days, publishing next week’s Issue with 

work. Iraq’s vic&preBident, Tali a President SBddam, dressed in miU- this one ■ 

Yassin Ramadan, declared: that twy uniform, said the air strikes — — — — 

tlnscom’s mission w6s over. had rekindled the spirit of rests- qfbo Netherlands g 5 

The US secretary of state, Madek tance apparent during the “Mother Dan nwk. DKir NowSy NK1B 

eine Albright,: said: "The inspectors ofaU Battles" —the 1991 Gulf war. FWand , .FMiO Q(J0 

have not been able to do their job . “God: wanted . it to be an honour, M Saudi Arabia SR a.50 1 

for the last eight months. We have dignity apd glory for you in these DP 600 . Spai" p 300 

Washinfiton last SundayWith his other means ol monitoring, and we days and in the day of judgment," he Hungoy 1 hufk© Sweden SK is 

8 pwOTOGRAFrf WILIAM PH1FOT7 reserve the right to use force." said. “God will make It a disgrace, Italy L 3.600 Switzerland SF 3.80 



2 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Go-it-alone air strikes 
against Iraq abhorrent 


§N BILL Clinton's speech follovv- 
■ ir ?8 the launching of air strikes 
against Iraq, It was unclear who 
exactly had acted — the United 
Nations, the United States, or Clin- 
ton and his security advisers? Why 
do the boundaries between these 
three blur so easily? It is one thing 
to acknowledge the power of the US 
in tlie world today, and even to allow 
our military lo be used to enforce 
internal Iona] decisions. 

However, an undeclared war, 
without the UN's support, seems 
scarcely different from (he behav- 
iour of several powers during the 
second world war. The Japanese 
government believed it was acting in 
I he best interests of its neighbours 
by subjecting them to Japanese 
rule. Does the US truly believe that 
we are acting in tile best interest of 
Iraqi citizens and citizens of neigh- 
bouring countries by air strikes? 

Clinton’s justification for the lat- 
est attacks is that Iraq has used its 
weapons against other countries 
and its own people. Yet the US 
remains the only country to have 
used nuclear weapons twice against 
another slate. 

The atrocities Saddam Hussein 
has com milted in Iraq do not differ I 


greatly from atrocities committed in 
the former Yugoslavia, East Timor. 
Rwanda, South Africa. Chile, and 
numerous other areas of the world. 
Is it possible for the US to be truly 
honest about why it chooses to 
bomb Iraq at this time? Are our eco- 
nomic interests really so important? 
And, if the US is wiping to sup|»rt 
I UN policy by bombing Iraq, why is 
it not willing lo pay the UN its out- 
standing dues? 

Finally, Clinton’s "cultural sensi- 
tivity" is abhorrent. How nice of him 
to consider the Iraqis' religious holi- 
tiny. Now they can begin celebrating 
Ramadan by mourning their dead. 

I do not condone Saddam Hus- 
sein’s actions. But 1 also do not 
condone the actions of the US gov- 
ernment in acting without the prior 
approval of the international com- 
munity. 

Melissa Melby, 

Atlanta, Georgia, USA 


destruction, and (c) intimidating 
and occupying neighbouring coun- 
tries? It should not be forgotten that 
Israeli weapons of mass destruction 
are financed in part with hand-outs 
from the "peace-loving" US adminis- 
tration. 

Eryl-Amie Baylis, 

Frejtts. France 


\A/ HhN can we ex P ect Bill Cl in- 
i' v fun a nd his trusty henchman, 
Tony Blair, to lake decisive military 
action against Israel for (a) disre- 
garding United Nations resolutions, 
lb) stockpiling weapons of mass 
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Chile's military in 
need of a lesson 

I MUST differ from Eric Hobsbawin 
/ {December 13). even though he 
invokes "leaders of the Chilean left" 
and "a very authoritative democra- 
tic figure in neighbouring Argen- 
tina — but not the thousands of 
Chileans who want Pinochet prose- 
cuted to the full extent of the law. 

When Hobsbawm refers to 
Chile's "endangered democracy", 
he means a democracy that exists at 
the pleasure of the army — an army 
which may be called fascist without 
descending into leftist cant. How 
much can such a democracy accom- 
plish, and what would lead us to 
suppose that it will ever cease to be 
endangered? Chilean democracy 
will be safe and effective only if the 
power of the army is broken. Thai 
would hardly be rendered more 
probable by Pinochet's return, which 
would be a triumph for Pinochet, 
effectively erasing the ■■lumiiliaLir.ii" 
to which Hobsbawm refers. 

In any case, it is not only Chile’s 
institutions that are affected by the 
Pinochet case. That a vicious mili- 
tary dictator should be arrested like 
a common criminal thousands of 
miles from his home because of the 
brutality of his rule represents no 
less than a major step forward in 
human civilisation. 

If Pinochet goes home, all that 
will be undone, the Lnnb will have 
established nothing but their impo- 
tence, and endangered human be- 
ings all over the globe will be that 
much more endangered. These con- 
siderations should far outweigh 
speculations about Chilean politics 
which, if the trutli be told, no one can 
advance with genuine confidence. 
Michael Neumann, 

Peterborough. Ontario. Canada 


presidents, through assassination, 
illness or resignation, and the coun- 
try has carried on with hnrdly a 
backward glance. 

Tlie only way the election would 
be "reversed" would be to declare 
Bob Dole president, which, besides 
being unconstitutional, is ludicrous. 

Professor Alan Dershowii/s talk 
of “a legislative coup d'etat" is pre- 
posterous nonsense, as lie well 
knows. A 1 Gore supports at least 
95 per cent of Bill Clinton's policies. 
Impeachment is nothing more than 
an accusation; it gives Clinton the 
opportunity of his "day in court* in a 
Senate trial, where, presided over 
by the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, each side makes the case for 
or against his removal from office, 
which would require a two-thirds 
majority. 

All Kettle’s rhetoric about "bible- 
thuinping fundamentalists” and the 
like avoids the fact that this presi- 
dent is a felon, has manifestly con- 
travened his oath to "preserve, 
protect and defend the Constitution"! 
and is unfit to hold his office of trust 
and leadership. It is Clinton, not 
Clinton-liaters", who lias brought 
discredit on the presidency. 

Finally, on the subject of public 
opinion: an ABC poll has just shown 
that two-thirds of Americans feel 
dial the president should resign 
rather than put the country through 
a Senate trial, and HO per coin think 
he is a perjurer. We can't all be “anli- 
guverninenl obsessives". 

Nicholas O'lJvll. 

Phvenixvilic. Pennsylvania. USA 


Briefl y 

C ANADIAN senators are 
pointed by the Governor fej 
oral in Council. Hint is.bythepriw 
niniisler of Iho day. l n practice a 
Senate appoint ment Is less likelyio 
be a recognition of distinction lhana 
convenient way of consoling a d* 
carded minister, rewarding a Imi 
party supporter, or opening up i 
safe Commons seat. 

Canadians consequently have fit' 
Me respect for their Senate, and 
there is general agreement that the 
institution needs to be fundamor 
tally reformed. 

For the observer on this side of 
the Atlantic, it is therefore hard to 
understand why the Blair adminis- 
tration should propose to introduce 
precisely this model in Britain 
Nigel H Richardson, 

Toronto. Canada 


Effectiveness of Desert Fox called into question 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 3 


Richard Norton-Taylor 


A S PROCEEDINGS lo impeach 
8n American president move in- 
exorably forward, recall Britain in 
the first year of the reign of George 
VI mid the words of Percy Bysshe 
Shelley: "What silly stuff (n employ 
a great nation about,’' 

Eiizubeth Quttacc, 

Altnuiifc. Ontario, Canada 


r HE UK government deserves 
high praise for its Imaginative 
anti comprehensive tubaccu while 
paper (December L’O). 'Hie promised 
increases in cigarette tax will cer- 
tainly he tin* most poleiil weapon in 
I he campaign In reduce smoking 
related disease. But surely it wasn't 
produced by the suite juim-il-np 
• IrireriimeiH which is arguing for 
the ivten l inn of cheap. rluty-fr<Y 
cigarettes, was ii? 

Donald Reid. 

Asso<iuii„nfor hibfic Heallh. ImhJo* 
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j EADERS of tiie Chilean left, in- 
L- eluding survivors who were in 
office in 1970-73, told Hobsbawm 
that returning Pinochet to Chile 
would "do least harm to the chances 
of democratic progress". Are these 
the same political leaders who. in 
the summer of 1973, advised Sal- 
vador Allende that the way to 
preserve democracy was to give 
Pinochet n seat in government? His- 
torians should learn from mistakes 
of the past, not repeat them. 

Chris Hannan, 

London 


No president is 
indispensable 

l\AARTIN KETTLE {Capital gang 
I VI pursues its own agenda 
December 6) says that the House of 
Representatives Judiciary Commit- 
tee is beginning the third attempt 
“to reverse n presidential election 
result in United States history". 

Which United States is Kettle 
writing about? The one I live in 
elects a president and vice-president 
at the same lime. When a president 
is unable to perform his duties, the 
VP automatically takes over. It has 
happened to some 10 per cent of our 


Cloning contrary 
to human rights 

\/OU ARE right lu say that Mhtc 
I is a yuk factor at work over the 
possibility of human cloning (C’uin- 
ment, December 30) but, as with 
most of the comments on (he sub- 
ject. it is assumed that the question 
exists in a moral vacuum and that 
there has been no thought or dis- 
cussion by any audioritafive body. 

Cloning of human beings has. in 
fact, been condemned by many 
international and inter-governmen- 
tal organisations, most notably by 
Unesco which issued the Universal 
Declaration on the Human Genome 
and Human Rights on November 
11. 1997. 

The Declaration is based on a be- 
lief in the value of the uniqueness of 
every human being. Cloning would 
be a deliberate control of another 
person’s genetic make-up and, as 
such, an affront to human dignity 
Although it is true that education 
and environment play important 
roles m the development of an Indi- 
vidual, it is an offence against 
human rights for one person to 
choose anodier's genetic constitu- 
tion and so decide Ills or her identity. 

Research into genetic engineer- 
ing that is carried out for therapeu- 
tic purposes is clearly justified. But, 
ultimately. It is not for genetics to 
determine what we mean by 
human; it is what we mean by 
human that should determine the 
genetics. 

Malcolm Hurwitt, 

Southall, Middlesex 


I SHOULD wry much )u>|X- lli.il 
I (lie Guardian Weekly will slick u* 
llu* kind uf bias Richard M Sudhal 
ler is complaining about (December 
•>) as long ns tliuiv arc people like 
Mr Smiliulii-r who, in the fare ri 
5U years of Israeli dispossession and 
oppression of another people, claim 
iniiiH-i-no- and demand even- 
handed ness. 

Did: Brnggeman, 

Haifa. Israel 


P AUL EVANS (December 20) is 
uiily half right. These are in- 
tltvtl the halcyon days, but binocu- 
lars seem lo have misted up. for (hr 
uesl finaling on the calm waters of 
Mu- Mediterranean does not contain 
n hawk or even u razorbill, but a 
kingfisher, whose Greek unme is, of 
course, ‘■halcyon". 

(Dri Peter South, 

Frittenden, Kent 


j WAS searching the Internet for 
/ information on women's protest 
movements. I keyed in "Ann Clwyd 
women against pit closures" and my 
computer proudly announced: “Alta- 
vista knows the answer to tills — 
Where can I find free sexy pictures 
of women's armpits." Is feminism 
dead, or has Barbara Follett finally 
triumphed? 

Nicky Hortop, 

Llandudno, Conwy, Wales 
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B RmSH and United States offi- 
cials hailed air strikes against 
Iraq as a success, but were vague 
about the scale of the damage in- 
flicted. Two key questions about Op- 
eration Desert Fox remained: how 
much damage was done to Saddam 
Hussein’s war machine and ability to 
maintain internal repression, and 

Die US defence secretary. William 
Cohen, acknowledged that some of 
the targets lilt could be rebuilt in a 
year. Pentagon analysts have esti- 
mated less than serious damage to 


about 70 per cent of the 97 targets 
hit over the four nights of attacks. 

The chief of the UK defence staff. 
General Sir Charles Guthrie, said it 
would take Saddam Hussein years 
to "recreate an air defence network" 
while the British prime minister, 
Tony Blair, insisted that the opera- 
tion had shown Iraq “that we can 
strike hard against (Saddam's! privi- 
leged Republican Guard, key props 

for hiorujpiiM. aiiJ lisnUlllai y LUjJU- 

bility". Iraq’s conscript army, he em- 
phasised, was not targeted. 

Mr Blair said targets Included 
27 air defence systems, 20 com- 
mand, control and communications 


centres, 10 bases of the Republican 
guard, and 30 sites involved in mak- 
ing weapons of mass destruction. 

Mr Cohen said: “We’ve been care- 
ful to set realistic goals. We've also 
been careful not to either overstate 
or exaggerate the results. 11 

Responding to criticism that the 
raids had failed in their objectives, 
Mr Cohen said: "Some have charac- 
terised moderate damage -as soiiie^ 
llOw" belng less than successful 
[but] when we make these prelimi- 
nary assessments, what looks either 
to be light or moderate cannot be 
calibrated in terms of a normal 
understanding.” — . 


Independent analysts point out 
that it is particularly difficult to des- 
troy Iraq's chemical and biological 
warfare capability since it is easy for 
President Saddam to hide both the 
substances and information on how 
to manufacture them. 

The focus for US and British in- 
telligence has now switched to a 
new target how to prevent Iraq and 
its Mends from taking retaliatory 
terrorist action. The Australian gov- 
ernment says Richard Butler, the 
chief UN wenpons inspector, has re- 
ceived death threats after issuing 
■ the report last week that 
l-thi-Uiiuuing ol Iraq. 


Diplomatic repairs 
to follow Iraq attacks 


n Reporters 


T HE UNITED States and 
Britain have begun the diffi- 
cult task of repairing relations 
»iih the rest of the international 
community after Inst week's attacks 
on Iraq. Their priority is lo seek sup- 
port for maintaining the United 
Nations sanctions imposed in 1990, 
and to find ways of monitoring wii.it 
remains of Saddam Hussein's 
weapons of mass destruction. 

The key differences now are that 
the inspectors of the UN Special 
Commission (Unsconi) — con- 
demned as spies by Baghdad — are 
Ngbly unlikely to go back, and that 
international determination to keep 
^ddam Hussein "in Ids cage” is 
tolling shakier than ever before. 

Countries sympathetic lo Iraq, 
wen as France and Russia, furious 
Jnot being consulted about Desert 
f® and opposed to military action, 
hve long been working lo ease 
^dions, and at Hie very least to 
taw Baghdad "some light at Lite 
i j™ the Limner. It will clearly noL 
I Kttty to persuade them lo sign up 
totyhter enforcement. 

I Die most vocal critic has been 
which last week withdrew 
j ® ambassador to Britain in protest 
‘vine first lime since 1971, Despite 
j economic weakness and 
I Meat* on foreign aid, the 
sWnmenl of Yevgeny Primakov is 
^ determined to plough its 
. furrow. General Leonid 
i idt ’ ! lead °f Russian 
I “~ ence ministry's co-operation de- 
iRf 1 * said Russia "will be 
I awl ,0 5 han se >ts military-politi- 
• uuuIl** and mft y lcad parr orthe 
j that disagrees with the US. 


But the potitkdl fallout from 
Desert Fox will not simply be in the 
strained diplomatic relations in 
Europe and with Russia, and the 
inevitable damage to the Middle 
East peace process. 

More worrying for Washington 
and Loudon is the reaction from the 
Islamic world — with the usual 
exception of Kuwait, all Arab gov- 
ernments have expressed condem- 
nation. disapproval or regret at the 
attacks. Their tone lias been one of 
sadness rather than anger, but 
popular reactions have been far 
stronger. Islamists and leftwingers 
condemned the attacks outright, 
and even Iraqi exile groups who 
look to the US for support dis- 
approved. Ahmad Clialabi, of the 
Iraqi National Congress, said: “We 
are against any bombing unaccom- 
panied by any plan to overthrow 
Saddam's regime." 

US embassies in both the Middle 
East and Europe came under attack: 
in the Hague, Iraqi demonstrators 
were driven back by a police baton 
charge alter they pelted the US em- 
bassy with stones; in Copenhagen 
windows were broken at the US em- 
bassy when hundreds of Iraqis 
hurled objects at the building. 

So far Arab countries friendly to 
the US. such ns Egypt and Jordan, 
have refrained from criticising US- 
British policy in the Middle East, 
'rhe question now is how long will 
they and other Arab governments 
be able to resist pressure from 
fundamentalists? 

Desert Fox is over, but the story 
of containing Iraq continues. What 
WashingtorLpnd London -begair last 
week may have repercussions tliat 
are as yet impossible to foresee. 



An Iraqi among rubble after last week's air strikes photo: ramzi hajdah 

The view from Baghdad 


T HEY came like waves, like 
clockwork, heralded by 
streams of red tracer fire floating 
dreamily through the Bkies 
above Baghdad. The sound 
followed moments later and then 
the shock waves, writes David 
ShaiTock in Baghdad. 

When morning came, it was 
apparent that Baghdad had 
sprouted more blackened and 
rumpled tower blocks. A missile 
had smashed through the roof of 
one building, spilling debris out _ 
of every floor. MohaenaMIady" - 
hflti Stifi walking past when the 
projectile struck and was hospi- 
talised with shrapnel wounds to 


his abdomen. The 20-year-old 
cigarette seller expressed the 
common sentiment of Bagbdad 
residents: “When I heard the 
siren I felt there was nothing I 
could do, so I just kept walking. 
Then there was an enormous 
explosion and 1 don’t remember 
anything else.” 

A middle-aged woman asked: 
“Can you tell me what these 
bombs have achieved? Has 
anything changed between 
how and before last week? Only 
our suffering nas increased; - ~ 
nothing else . . .Those who can 
get out are doing so. I am too old 
to begin again." 


Clinton seeks to cut deal 


fc^frmpagsl ■ 

ijrvin 17 . testimony to the grand 
investigating the Monica Lewln- 
I ^ fair, and obstruction of justice. 
ij, 1 ^ message from, the White 
'ue un f hat the president’s men 

’Car,? deal on Caplto1 ™ 

of the bipartisan 
V^l^moUon proposed last 
'Dftsltw i * oriTier Republican 

candidate Bob Dole. . 
“Woki*. 1 Bill CUn- 
& Is '““mpartmentaliae his 

^Terf n raos t admired, or 

believe ' Mtmy on his staff 

tons Hi n t ? 1 18 tida capacity for 
to siirviv^ 88 enable d the president 
Whfca hJL year wher e the abrupt 
tWeen Public and private, 


plot and subplot, would have taxed 
even Shakespeare's imagination. 

Even as the scandals swirled and 
the humiliations rained down dur- 
ing the Lewinsky affair, Clinton has 
mostly been able to concentrate on 
what he always calls "the work of 
the American people”. ' 1 1 • 
Ever* since his August 17 
testimony to Kenneth Starr^ ‘federal 
grand jury, that ability to keep the 
Lewinsky crisis in a separate part of 
his brain front the chief executive’ 
part has been his single 1 most 
effective survivil skill. ' 

And yet In those tumultuous days 
last week the compartmefitalisation 
ceased to protect Mr Clinton. What- 
ever else It may have achieved, the 


US bombing of Iraq did little 1 or 
nothing to protect Clinton from the 
Republican determination to im- 
peach him over the Lewinsky affair. 
If the attack on Iraq was, as some be- 
lieved and few wholly disbelieved, 
an 'exercise to destabilise and per- 


then it was a conspicuous failure! 

True,' the bombing forced the 
Republicans to reschedule their de- 
bate, but only for a day. if anything.' 
Mr Clinton's action made Republi- 
cans' more, rather than less, deter- 
mined to 1 libil their man. Most 
Republicans saw the Iraqi Action as 
either irrelevant, or ■ as J A crude at- 
tempt to divert attention. 1 ’■ ■ 

Likewise, 1 the sudden revelation 
by- Speaker-elect Bob : livings ton 

that he had had a number of extra- 
marital' affairs during his 31-year 


marriage seemed to embolden Re- 
publicans rather than to make them 
reconsider. Most Republicans see 
these smears and scandals as Clin- 
ton-inspired dirty tricks, just ns they 
did in the similar Henry Hyde case 
three months ago. 

■' Tlie tactical case against Mr Clin- 
ton is that he misread November’s 
mid-term elections as o' personal 
vindication rather than as a tactical 
victory. He sat back and waited for 
impeachment to run Into tlie sand. 
When tlie Republicans came to get 
him, ‘he was complaceht, not contrite. 

Now he Is .the first elected presi- 
dent lh US hihtory to be Impeached. 
It cannot be said with any certainty 
that 1 Mr Clinton will survive the 
Coming weeks. Bui it can be said 
with certainty that he absolutely 
intends to. 


The Week 


T URKEY’S prime minister- 
designate, Bulent Ecevit, 
said he had abandoned his 
attempt to form a new govern- 
ment. President Suleyman 
Demirel must now find a politi- 
cal leader capable of forging a 
new administration before a 
mid-January deadline. 


T HE United Nations brokered 
peace agreement between 
the Angolan government and the 
Unlta rebels hmi» -J— vum* 
pieteiy; there wa9 heavy fighting 
across the central high lands, 
which diaplnced tens of thou- 
sands of people. 

Washington Post, page 14 


C ANAAN BANANA, the for- 
mer ZimFmbivcuji president 
convicted of 1 1 counts of homo- 
sexual assault, surrendered to 
police in Harare after returning 
from South Africa, where he luid 
sought refuge. 


T HE 500tii execution took 
place in the United Stoics 
since Gary Gilmore went before 
a firing squad in 1977. Andrew 
Lavcrn Smith wns executed by 
lethnl injection in Colu mb in, 
South Carolina, for stabbing un 
elderly couple to death . 


P OLICE exhumed the body of 
Roberto CnM — known as 
God's banker for his relationship 
with the Vatican hank — 1 fi years 
after he was found hanging 
under a bridge in London. They 
hope to find out if he was 
murdered before or after the 
collapse of Banco Ambrosiano, 
Italy’s largest private bank, of 
which he was chairman. 


M ORE than 100,000 Hon- 
duran children will be 
taught in tents next year because 
of the damage to schools from 
Hurricane Mitch. The UN has 
agreed to donate 1,000 tents. 


T HE United States and Swiss 
governments signed an 
agreement In Washington to split 
$ 175 million from a dr ug deal- 
ers’ money-laundering opera- 
tion, Swiss officials said. 


I SRAEL’S cabinet voted to sus- 
pend its latest US-brokered 
Middle East peace deal until 
Palestinians meet conditions Bet 
by the prime minister, Binyamln 
Netanyahu. The vote could help 
Mr Netanyahu win support for a 
key vote in parliament that could 
lead to an early election. 


S EVEN babies were delivered 
by caesarean section in 
Houston, Tekos, completing the 
world's first surviving det of octu- 
plets. Thh first was born prema- ' 
turely nearly two weeks ettrller. 


S ECURITY was tightened on 
the German railways lifter an 
extortionist sdsflected of carrying 
out three attacks On trains de- 
manded the equivalent of $5 mil- 
lion, According to the interior 
ministry. In the most serious 
attack a goods train was derailed. 
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Exile and jail for 
China dissidents 




UN officers check tile body of a North Korean frogman alter South Korea sank a submarine from the North 

South Koreans sink submarine from North 


Jonathan Watte In Tokyo 


S OUTH Korean naval forces 
sank an intruding North Korean 
vessel last week after a six-hour 
pursuit and firelight. 

The incident, which is certain to 
inflame relations between the two 
sides, came as fresh evidence was 
revealed in Tokyo of the desperate 
conditions facing people in the 
famine-stricken North. 

The South Korean navy spotted 
the intruding vessel, described as a 
high-sp eed - s emi- sub m et'slble as it 
approached the shore near Yosu 
Port. 

_ In Che ensuing pursuit 12 South 
Korean ships tracked the intruder, 
while naval jets fired flares to mark 
its progress. The vessel was halted 
at dawn, when depth bombs were 
dropped in its path. 

"We fired warning shots, but the 
submarine continued to flee and fire 


back.” Hwang Dong Kyu. a South 
Korean defence ministry spokes- 
man said. "As a result we fired on 
mid sank it." 

South Korean forces later 
recovered the body of a North 
Korean frogman, who was carrying 
a hand-grenade. At least three 
others are believed to have been 
aboard the vessel. 

Fearing infiltration, the South 
Korean military went on maximum 
alert. Roadblocks were set up near 
the southern coastline and thou- 
sands of troops were mobilised to 
hunt for any North Korean agents. 

It is not the first incursion by the 
North, which has still to sign a 
peace treaty with its neighbour after 
the 1950-53 Korean war, but the 
latest dash conies at a lime of the 
worst political tension in the past 
four years. 

Washington is considering call- 
ing off an energy deal with 


Pyongyang because of its refusal to 
allow inspections of a suspected 
nuclear weapons plant. Tokyo has 
also imposed sanctions on the 
North since the launch of a rocket 
over Japanese territory in August. A 
second launch is expected soon. 

This month the North Korean 
military warned that the situation 
was "on the brink of war". 

The South Korean president, Kim 
Dae-jung, has vowed to pursue a 
"sunshine policy" of engagement 
with Pyongyang. But the latest 
dash provides ammunition for his 
enemies, who demand a tougher 
stance. 

For Nortli Korea's leader, Kim 
Jong-il, the clash may be a useful 
diversion from domestic troubles. 
Iu recent years the North has been 
hit by floods and famine. Millions 
are believed to have starved to 
death. Pyongyang refuses to 
acknowledge the crisis. 


John Glttlnga 

C HINA ployed the game of 
"two iu and one oul" when it 
released a prominent dissi- 
dent into exile in the United Slates, 


long prison terms. 

Uu Nianchun follows in the foot- 
steps of fellow dissidents Wei Jing- 
sheng and Wong Dan, both released 
into exile in the jjast year. 

Mr Uu, aged 50, was released 
fronTn prison labour camp last Sun- 
day on medical parole on condition 
that he left the country. He faces 
certain rearrest if he returns. 

Human rights groups have 
decried the timing of his release ns 
a "cynical" attempt to blunt criticism 
over the sentencing of the veteran 
pro-democracy activist. Xu Wenli. 

anch- nnothcr — loadini£_djgsj<lent. 

Wang Youcai. 

Mr Liu was sentenced without 
trial under administration regu- 
lations — often used to deal with 
dissenters — in 1995 after drafting a 
petition calling for an official 
inquiry into the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square massacre. 

It was tire third time be had been 
imprisoned in 17 years. His three- 
year term was then extended, again 
without trial. 

His brother Uu Ding. who now 
lives in New York, said Unit Mi Uu 
had been ill for two years before 
being given a medical examination 
last month. 

His wife, Chu Hailian, gained 
international publicity in September 
when she wns d ragged away by 
security guards while trying to 
deliver a letter to the United Nations 
human rights chief. Mary Robinson, 
outside a Beijing hotel. 

Mr Uu, his wife and their 1 1-ycar- 
old daughter arrived In the US less 
than 24 hours before Xu Wenli was 
sentenced in Beijing to 13 years in 
jail on charges of subversion. 

Mr Xu attracted foreign attention 
when he was briefly detained while 
the British prime minister, Tony 
Blair, visited Beijing in September. 


Mr Xus wife, He Xintung, said 
that the court had appointed a 
lawyer for her husband without 
leaving him time to prepare a 
defence. 

The oilier lending dissident Wang 

mg to set up an alternative to the 
Communist parly — was tried iu the 
eastern city of Hangzhou without 
being allowed proper legal 
representation. 

He was given 11 years for 
attempting to form an opposition 
party. The official Xinhua new 
agency also said that he and Mr Xu 
had accepted funds from "hostile 
overseas organisations". 

The three week-long crackdown 
on a handful of would-be founders of 
llie Chinese Democracy |iari> 
tCDP) does not suggest real 
cent (hat they might pose a political 
threat. However, i train forces recent 
forceful statements by national 
leaders intended to define the limits 
of dissent. 

Last week President Jiang Zemin 
told a meeting, held to celebrate the 
20th anniversary of China's ecu- 
Humic reforms, that the current 
political system "must not tv- 
shaken, weakened or discarded :it 
any lime". He vowed to “mp iu tin 
bud" any subversive activities. 

I lie US-bused Human Right* 1 in 
China group welcomed Mr I iu* 
release. But in a statement it added: 
“The Chinese government contin- 
ues to play hostage politics with nu 
true commitment to international 
human rights standards.” 

Chinn is concerned with the over- 
all balance of relations with the US 
and other Western democracies. In 
spite of Beijing's opposition tu US 
bombing in Iraq, it must also take 
into account longer-term trade and 
strategic shared interests. 

Experience has shown that re- 
leasing one or two high-profile dissi- 
dents allows Western governments 
lo claim that China i: 
luuunu rights pressure. 
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MEPs blow the Commission’s cover 



Washington Post, page 13 


Italy frees Kurdish leader 


A BDULLAH OCALAN, the Kur- 
dish guerrilla chief whose 
arrest triggered a diplomatic crisis 
between Europe and Turkey, was 
freed by an Italian appeal court last 
week to angry protests from Ankara. 

The Italian prime minister, 
Massimo D’Alema, said Mr Ocalan. 
would be kept under police surveil- 
lance and not allowed to leave Italy. 
“What happened ... has not changed 
the scenario," he said, adding that a 
decision whether to try Mr Ocalan 
or expel him would he made soon. 

But the last thing the leader of 
the Kurdistan Workers’ party 
(PKK) wants Is to leave Italy. The 
worry for the Kurdish separatists Is 
that Rome will expel Mr Ocalan 
rather than give him asylum. 

“He wants to initiate a political 
process together with the European 
Union . . . and he thinks he stands a 
better chance of doing that in Italy, ’’ 
said a PKK spokesman, 

Mr Ocalan arrived in Italy on 
November 12. ? With . two warrants 
outstanding against. him: from Ger- 


many and Turkey, Turkey's request 
was rejected because Italy does not 
grant extradition to countries with 
the deatli penalty. • r: 

Last week the president of the 
court, Tommaso Ftgliuzzi, said the 
German warrant was not valid 
because Bonn had replaced the orig- 
inal, international warrant with one 
that meant Mr Ocalan could only be 
detained If he went to Germany. 

The Turkish government sought 
legal clarification of the decision. 
The defence minister, Tsmet Sezgin, 
said that if Mr Ocalan had been 
freed with no conditions "then this 
Is a desperate mistake. It will 
damage Turkey's relations with 
Italy and harm international law." , 

Others in Turkey were more cir- 
cumspect, awaiting an explanation 
of exactly what the . Italian, decision 
means. 

Mr Ocalan is wanted in Turkey 
on treason charges. He has said he 
would agree to stand trial jf the 
international community, . also 
agreed to hold a conference to try to 
sqlve the Kurdish question and help 
find a peace settlement between 
Turkey and the Kurds. 


US envoy issues warning to Kosovo factions 


Chris Bird In Prizren 


a lCHARD Holbrooke, the 
United LStatea en voy to the 

Balkans, warnedSerba and 

ethnic Albanians last week that 
they were “playing with dyna- 
mite” by continuing to resort to 
violence in the battle for control 
of Kosovo, 

Mr Holbrooke was speaking 
on a lightning visit to the • 
province after more than 30 
people were killed during the 
worst day of bloodshed since an 
unofficial ceasefire was agreed 
in October. 

On Monday there was further 
violence as ethnic Albanians 
attacked a police patrol in 
central Kosovo, Serbian sources 
said. 

The violence has raised fears 
for the safety of 2,000. unarmed 
observers of the Kosovo 
Verification Mission (KVM) who 
will soon be deployed there. 

“We are determined to con-i 
tlnue our efforts and we want all , 
people to understandthey are 
playing with dynftmlte,” Mr 


Holbrooke told reporters In the 
regional capital, Pristina. 

“The safety of KVM is 
absolutely essential; they are 
|-nnfit*m?d and under absolute 
guarantees of their safety bytiig ] 
Yugoslav authorities, In writing.” 

He said progress towards a 
political settlement was essen- 
tial, and reiterated that the 
activation order for the Nato 
strikes had not been lifted. 

Last week Yugoslav soldiers 
killed 31 ethnic Albanian sepa- 
ratists of the Kosovo liberation 
Army (KLA) who were part of a 
140-strong group trying to . 
smuggle arms and supplies into 
Kosovo. 

“Our initial feelings are that tills 
was a normal military. operation 
. . , and not a set-up,” one of the 
international monitors said. He 
said the rest of die 140 KLA mem- 
bers were scattered in the region. 

Later six Serbs, five . of them 
teenagers, were killed in the west 
Kosovan town of Pec when gun- 
men opened fire in a bar. The 
Serbian media have claimed, the. , 
attack was 1 ethnically motivated. 


There have been reporta of . • 
artillery fire around Kusnin ana 
the neighbouring village of 
Lubizda, and witnesses have ' 
.reported seeing several hundred 
pamiy-troopo 4n-tli o area . — — 
Mr Holbrooke met the 
Yugoslav leader Slobodan 

Milosevic in Belgrade to tryto 

breathe some life into the stale- 
mated peace talks. 

Mr Holbrooke, who helped w 
broker the fragile peace that 
ended the three-year wai rin i • ' 
Bosnia, cut a deal with Milo- 
sevic in October in which the 

Serhlan leader aver ted Nato air 

strikes by agreeing to witndra 
some of his security forces from 
Kosovo. 

Part of the deal was Mr 1 

Milosevic’s agreement to let 
unarmed international monitor 
“verify compliance” with w e 
accord. "a«>y 

But with the shaky ceasefire 
apparently In tatters, the n 

voicing concern for the 

monitors’, safety. '' 1 — - 


Eu rope this we ek 

Martin Walker 


T HE European Parliament 
chose a spectncular and defi- 
ant way to end the final days 
of the old multi-currency Europe, 
and Ihe new single currency will 
I now be born amid a severe and 
I overdue constitutional crisis. 

• The parliament has embarked on 
I an historic clash of powers by refus- 
ing in npprove the European Com- 
mission’s budget, despite intense 
pressure by centre-left national gov- 
trnments, led by Tony Blair, lo fend 
••if what the Commission hud 
'tamed would be "tantamount in a 
tote of no confidence". 

Outraged by a wave of fraud and 
^management scandals within the 
Commission, and now evidence «f 
^persistent attempts to cover them 
”P and mislead the parliament. 
MEPs voted to refuse a tlis- 
of the 1996 budget, while 
sided with the Commission. 
Three separate European crises 
tore now merged into one, with pro- 
i'Wid implications for Lite future role 
parhanient and democracy in 
"W- First, the parliament finally 
**rted its constitutional role as the 
Stuntable borly to approve or con- 
*** toe spending of EU taxpayers’ 
friMv, hi n way that will perma- 
c«fly weakc-n the traditional clomi- 
the Brussels bureaucracy. 

. die Commission's failure 
!"L«u up its own act and prevent 
frauds has finally been ex- 
10 years after the first fraud 
1 1 Wiry begun. The final straw Cor 
1 MEPs was .the testimony . of 


whistle-blowers from inside the 
Commission on the way that some 
individual commissioners were 
themselves connected to frauds, 
and to the use of improper pressure 
to find lucrative Commission jobs 
for their families Rtul aides. 

Third, MEPs revolted against (lie 
way that national governments, in 
particular the British Labour parly 
and the Spanish conservatives, put 
strong pressure on their own MEPs 
to let the Commission off the hook. 

The politics of this were confus- 
ing, since the British, French and 
German governments were trying 
to protect leftwing commissioners, 
while the Spaniards were simply 
trying to prevent a constitutional 
crisis and ensure that Europe's busi- 
ness continued as usual. But with 
important decisions pending over 
EU budget and farm reform, all the 
national governments feared that 
defeat for the Commission could 
hamstring Europe’s decision-making 
for months to come. Hie Commis- 
sion itself made the same point, in a 
last-minute appeal to the parliament, 
which 9eems to have backfired 
when MEPs saw it as a form of 
blackmail. 

There were intense and healed 
scenes on the floor of the parlia- 


ment. Britain's Pauline Green, 
leader of the Socialist group, was 
jeered when she tried to table a mo- 
tion of censure on the Commission, 
while explaining that she would 
then vote against her own motion. 

The long-standing tension be- 
tween the two dominant groups of 
British and German socialists came 
to a head after Germany’s leading 
fraud-fighter, Rosemarie Wemhauer, 
resigned from the budget control 
committee in disgust at the way the 
British Labour group tried lo bull- 
doze the Socialist group Into back- 
ing the Commission. 

The utter disarray of the divided 
Socialists was exploited by the To- 
ries, Christian Democrats, Greens, 
Liberals and other political groups 
to inflict a humiliating defeat on the 
Commission and its Labour allies. 

The parliament has become po- 
larised along traditional political 
lines, and the education commis- 
sioner and former French Socialist 
prime minister, Edith Cressou, has 
implausibly claimed that the fraud 
inquiries were a righlwing plot to 
discredit her. But the key to the 
vole was ihe principled refusal of 
German. Austrian and Scandinavian 
Social Democrats to tolerate Ihe 
Commission's performance. 


Mutated crop battle looms 


A NEW trade war with the 
United States may be trig- 
gered this week when Europe's 
environment ministers debate the 
possibility of n Europe-wide ban 
on the sale of foods, crops and 
seeds containing genetically mod- 
ified organisms, or GMOs, writes 
Martin Walker in Brussels. 

The discussions, prompted by 
a request from the European 
Commission, follow a joint state- 
ment issued by the Commission 
and the European Parliament 
which declared that, in the wake 
of the BSE “mnd cow” crisis, the 
restoration of consumer trust in 
foods wns now n top priority. 

“Public concern Is not limited 
to BSE, but also covers the use 
of antibiotics and hormones and 
GMOs in food production and 


also broad issues of hygiene,” 
said Labour MEP Ken Collins, 
who chairs parliament’s com- 
mittee on the environment, 
public health and consumer 
protection. “In the past decade, 
more people have died from 
E. coli, salmonella and listeria 
than from BSE.” 

Mr Collins has called for a 
temporary ban on GMOs until 
the European Council, Com- 
mission and parliament can 
agree on how to redraft a 1990 
directive setting out ground 
rules under which GMO plants 
can be approved. 

The genetics debate has 
moved on Blnce 1990, and bo 
has the size and organisation of 
the anti-GMO lobby — thanks In 
part to tlte BSE crisis. 


Under the usual European ritual I 
that no decision is ever quite final, 
the matter now goes back to the par- 
liament’s budget committee before 
a new vote takes place early next 
year. The Commission thus gets 
one last chance to convince the par- 
liament that it can and will do better. 

In practical terms, since the vote re- 
lates to the budget of 1996. there 
are no immediate implications for 
Ihe current working of the Commis- 
sion or its spending. 

But unless the Commission sur- 
vives the inevitable vote of confi- 
dence next year, and persuades the 
parliament to vote a discharge 
which accepts that the 1996 budget 
was properly spent, it would be 
almost Impossible for any current 
serving commissioner lo be re- 
appointed by the parliament in 
future. It will take some fancy foot- 
work to spare the Commission’s 
president. Jacques San ter. and 
some or ail of his colleagues from 
demands for their resignations. 

The fancy footwork is part of the 
trouble. Under pressure from his 
own government, the parliament's 
president. Spain's Jose- Maria Gil 
Robles, has put the fix in. with a 
rule's committee decision (lint a vole 
of censure requires a lwo-l birds 
majority. Then- is noil ling in the 
treaties lu justify ibis. The rules 
cunnniltee judgment is now being 
challenged by newly assertive and 
self-confident MEPs. 

"This has been an . . . historic 
vote," said Tory MEP James Elies, 
who led the parliamentary battle as 
rapporteur of the budget committee. 
“When we see the abuses . . . and see 
the refusal of commissioners to take 
individual responsibility, then we 
liave a lack of accountability that is 
impossible in a modern democracy." 

The vote also brought vindication 
for Chris White, a British journalist 
who launched the first fraud probe 
into the Commission 10 years ago. 
He was put under such extraordi- 
nary personal pressure that the Bel- 
gian police authorised him to carry 
a firearm for protection. 

"The Commission's 10-year cover- 
up has failed," said White, now etli* 
tor of the European Parliament 
magazine. "This lias been tlte Euro- 
pean Parliament's finest hour.’’ 


Order Diplo 
now to get 
January issue 


Patrick Elisor, Editor 


7 HE INITIAL response from 
last month’s readers' survey 
shows that more than two out of 
three of you rated as excellent 
the trial issues of Le Monde 
diplomatique in English which 
we ran this year. And most of 
you thought It complemented the 
Guardian Weekly very well. 

Thunk you for your vote of 
support. If you want to make 
sure of getting the next Issue of 
the Diplo, which will be posted 
to subscribers with the Jnnunry 
17 issue, don’t forget to take 
advantage of the sperlul offer 
(see before! before January 9. 

Next month's Issue will con- 
tain articles on China, Iraq, 
Chile’s hard path to democracy, 
the genetic-industrial complex, u 
survey of the European left, and 
Noam Chomsky's thoughts on 
curbing footloose capital. 

Many current subscribers 
keen to take up (he Diplo offer 
hnve asked if they can synchro- 
nise both subscriptions by 
extending their current Weekly 
Hiibscriplinn lo the end of 1999. 

We are delighted to oblige 
since it obviously makes sense 
to renew both subscriptions m 
the smite time. l f lease contact 
your local subscriptions office — 
by letter, fax or e-mail — to nsk 
how to go about it. 

To those new subscribers for 
whom this is their first issue, 
welcome and apologies for any 
delay In sending out your first 
copy. This has been caused by a 
small technical bitch In repro- 
gramming our computer. Rest 
assured, however, that your 
subscription will run its full 
length from this Issue dote. We 
hope you enjoy the Weekly. 

This Christmas double issue 
comes with all our best wishes 
for 1999. Please let me know 
if you have any complaints, or 
suggestions for improvements, 
by writing or e-mailing me at: 
patrick.enBorf9guiirdian.co.uk 


Subscription Offer 

Le Monde diplomatique in English 


Be one of the first to read Le Monde diplomatique in faiglish. From 
•January 17 wo will bo publishing Francos lending monthly newspaper 
tit a special introductory price. This offer is available exclusively to 
Guardian Weekly readers as a joint subscription. 


uf/l? com P |ete and send to: The Guardian Weekly, 
io<t Deanagate, Manchester M60 2RR, England. 

Name: 

Address: 


Subscribe to The Guardian Weekly today or top up your existing 
subscription and receive your copy of Le Monde diplomatique for as 
little as C16. Offer ends January 9, 1 999. 
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6 INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


Nobel winner accused of fabrication 


Michael Ellison In New York 


T HE reputation of a Nobel 
Peace Prize winner has been 
badly damaged after the 
story of her family’s struggle 
against exploitation and oppression 
was challenged by an academic who 
retraced her steps. 

RIgoberta Menchu, who became a 
ruMse ciltbre for the intellectual left 
in Europe after escaping from the 
civil war In Guatemala, was accused 
of fabricating and exaggerating parts 
of her autobiography, I, Rigoberta 
Menchu. It Includes the death of a 
brother, Nicolas, who Is still alive. 

David Stoll, an anthropologist at 
Middlebury College, Vermont, said 
she had drawn on the experiences 
of others to tell her story. She “dras- 
tically revised the pre-war expert- i 
ence of her village to suit the needs 
of the revolutionary organisation 
she had Joined." j 


Koreans ‘take 
step towards 
human clone' 



Menchu: story challenged 


The book, which has been trans- 
lated into 12 languages, was pub- 
lished in 1982, 10 years before Ms 
Menchu won the peace prize for 
“her work for social justice and 
ethno-cultural reconciliation". 


Mr Stoll, who spent 10 years 
researching his book, Rigobertn 
Menchu And The Story of All Poor 
Guatemalans, says many of the 
experiences she describes are com- 
posites. His work is supported by a 
New York Tunes investigation. 

But Geir Lundestad, director of 
the Nobel Institute, said her award 
was not based exclusively on the 
book and there was no question of 
the prize being withdrawn. 

Ms Menchu’s autobiography cen- 
tres on her family’s struggle against 
a wealtl ly £lite who tried to steal 
their land. Mr Stoll says the dispute 
was a feud between peasant families. 

Other claims undermined Include 
the death of one brother from star- 
vation and another burnt to death 
by the Guatemalan army, her asser- 
tion that she had no education, and 
lliat she was an undercover political 
organiser. 

Ms Menchu, aged 39, has started 


to distance herself from die auto- 
biography nnd refer the inquisitive to 
Elisabeth Burgos, the former wife of 
the Che Guevara associate Regis Dt^ 
bray, who collaborated on the work. 

“I am the protagonist of the book 
and it was my testimony but I am 
not the author,” said Ms Menchu. 
“She (Ms Burgos) gave the book its 
final form so she is officially the 
author.” But Ms Burgos, who tran- 
scribed 2G hours of tapes for the 
book, said: “Every phrase comes 
from what Rigoberta Menchu said.’ 1 

Pew dispute that Ms Menchu's 
father, mother and two of her broth- 
ers were killed during the country’s 
36-year civil war, which finished in 
1996. Robin Blackburn, Ms 
Menchu's editor at Verso, writing In 
her defence, said: “At no point is 
evidence offered that Menchu in- 
vented the blood-soaked plight of 
her people, even if her account was 
a partial one.” 


S OUTH KOREAN scientists Inst 
week claimed to have taken the 
first steps towards cloning a human 
being. They provoked worldwide 
alarm by taking the technique that 
led last year to Dolly the sheep — 
cloned from a "mother" by scien- 
tists at the Roslin Institute in Scot- 
land — and applying it to a human 

cell and egg, — 

Researchers in Britain, Japan and 
the United States have cloned 
sheep, mice and cattle from adult 
cells. There are no federal funds for 
human embryo research in the US, 
and embryo experiments in Britain 
are strictly controlled. 

The Roslin team has ruled out the 
idea of cloning human habies. It has 
described the idea as repugnant and 
dangerous — it took more than 200 
attempts to produce Dolly. 

But Lee Boyeon, of Kyunghee 
University in Seoul, said dial his 
team has cultivated b human em- 
bryo In its early stages from a single 
cell implanted In a woman's ovum. 
The operation was aborted before 
the fertilised egg reach foetus 
stage, to stay within Korean guide- 
lines. 

"Our experiment marked the first 
time the more reliable cloning 
technology has been applied to 
human cells and might make 
human cloning more feasible,” Dr 
Lee said. 

The Korean researchers immedi- 
ately triggered a barrage of con- 
demnation. Protesters iu Seoul 
called the research inhuman. Yukio 
Tsunoda, the Japanese scientist 
who cloned twin calves, said: M I have 
never heard of such an experiment 
and at the moment I don't believe It 
is true." 

Harry Griffin, from the Roslin 
team, said the experiment was 
stopped before proof has been es- 
tablished that the embryo had been 
reprogrammed. 

“We do not believe Hid Korean 
group has sufficient scientific evi- 
dence to back their claim of having 
etoned a human embryo,'' he said. 
He also rejected Korean claims that 
the Scottish scientists had done the 
same thing. 1 



Amsterdam's ‘smart shops’ sell the natural ingredients of many banned drugs photo. Paul o'driscoll 

Dutch get to grips with drug shops 


Jon Hanley in Amsterdam 


K OKOPELLI is on the Warmoesr 
straat in the middle of the red 
light district, two minutes from the 
railway station and less than 50 
trea from the ^pi3 lice ' ~stati on .ft Is 
bright and airy with stripped pine 
floors. Tall rear windows overlook a 
stately 17th century canal. Any- 
where else it might be a designer 
clothes shop; this being Amster- 
dam, it is a designer drugs shop. 

A year or so ago there were half a 
dozen of these “smart shops” but 
now there are more than 150. They 
pose a problem for the Dutch gov- 
ernment, which has Europe's most 
tolerant and pragmatic drugs policy. 

How exactly do you legislate 
against magic mushrooms and 
psycho-active cacti — not to men- 
tion those little white tablets that 
are almost, but not quite, Ecstasy? 

"Everything we sell here is com- 
pletely legal," Insisted Jeroen 
Burger, n spokesman for Conscious 
Dreams, the small but fast-growing 
company that launched the smart 
shop craze and recently opened 
Kokopelli. "OK, the active ingredi- 
ent in magic mushrooms is on the 
list of banned drugs. But we don't 
sell the active ingredient. We sell 
the natural product." 

Natural it may be, but the effect 
can be as powerful as many out- 
lawed hard drugs. Take, for exam- 
ple, P&iloeybe tampanensis, the 


Magic Truffle, disarmingly de- 
scribed as triggering a “remarkably 
clear trip, but not too disorienting”. 
Or Panaeolus cyanascens, which is 
"metabolised very quickly, making 
the trip come on fast and strong”, 
Both cost about $50 for five. In Mr 
Burger’s words, they amount to 
"legal hard drugs’ 1 . 

Moving up the scale of natural 
hallucinogens, Kokopelli also sells an 
innocent-looking plant called Salvia 
dimorum. It carries a kick like a 
mule: anyone choosing to smoke its 
leaves is advised to do so with 
friends so they can catch the pipe. 

The Netherlands already has its 
1,200 famous coffee-shops, where 
the sale of small quantities of mari- 
juana for personal use is tolerated, 
in the belief that It Is better to keep 
such things out in the open, where 
they can be supervised, than drive 
them underground. 

In a recent long report, the Dutch 
health ministry tried to get to grips 
with the smart-shop phenomenon. 
It wanted to know whether they 
were a potentially lethal new devel- 
opment, or merely a kind of alter- 
native chemist, offering “safe" 
alternatives to banned drugs. 

Its conclusion, firmly in the 
Dutch tradition of respect for Indi- 
vidual liberty, was that they were 
“not an unacceptable danger to soci- 
ety" . For the time being they wilj be 
tolerated, and closely watched. 

They need watching closely. B 


cause smart shops are also engaged 
in a continual cat-and-mouse game 
with the authorities over synthetic 
drugs. 

A couple of years ago GHB was 
banned outright when six Rotter- 
dam teenagers fell into a near-conm 
after combining it with alcohol. 
Within weeks, a laboratory had pro- 
duced an alternative. 

Beneath Kokopelli’s glass-topped 
counter lie some white pills — 
2C.T.2 — described in Its accom- 
panying literature as a “psychedelic 
amphetamine". It Is sold in sets of 
two 8mg tablets, but beginners are 
strongly advised to take just one, 
with a large amount of water. “Do 
not take 2C.T.2 alone unless you are 
an experienced user," the handout 
warns. "Do not take It if you are 
pregnant, diabetic, have high or low 
blood pressure, a heart disease, 
have ever had hepatitis A or B, or, 
have drunk alcohol." 

To Mr Burger this is responsible 
Dutch drug dealing at its best “You 
see, the danger hardly ever lies in 
the product Itself, but In the person 
using it," he said. 

“We tert every product person- 
ally, and give detailed Information to 
each buyer. People will buy it any- 
way, and it’s far better they do it 
from us than from some Btreet- 
corner dealer." 

That Is alpo, fo essence, the policy, 
of the health ‘piinisfry. But do be 
*»- instructions. 


Pope fires a 
salvo against 
consumerism 


John Hooper In Roma 


T HE Pope lnshed outatcapi- 
talism last week in his 
strongest renunciation to date of 
the global economy. He linked 
the financial crisis in the East 
Asia with the activities of market 
speculators, and put the impact 
of consumerism on a par with 
those of some of the most odious 
doctrines of history, including 
Nazism. 

The strictures were contained 
in a special message issued 
before World Peace Day, on 
January 1. His 22-page homily, 
presented at the Vatican, focused 
on human rights. 

"When human rights are 
ignored or scorned, and when 
the pursuit of individual inter- 
ests unjustly prevails over the 
common good, then the seeds 
of instability, rebellion and vio- 
lence are inevitably sown," he 
said. 

While inveighing against a 
range of targets, from abortion 
to small arms proliferation, he 
left no doubt tlint he regarded 
the global economic order os 
one of (he main sources of 
human rights violations. 

“The history of our time has 
shown in a tragic way the danger 
which results from forgetting the 
truth about the human person. 
Before our eyes we have the 
results of ideologies such ns 
Marxism, Nazism and fascism, 
and also of myths like racial 
superiority, nationalism and 
ethnic exchisivism. 

“No less pernicious, though 
not always as obvious, are the 
effects of materialistic con- 
sumerism, in which the exulta- 
tion of the individual and the 
selfish satisfaction of personal 
aspirations become the ultimate 
goal of [lie.” 

Since the fall nf communism 
tiic Pope has increasingly con- 
centrated his fire on the short- 
comings of capitalism and the 
free market. But he has never 
gone so fur in deploring its con- 
sequences. 

He writes: “The rapid advance 
towards the globalisation of eco- 
nomic and financial systems also 
illustrates the urgent need to 
establish who is responsible for 
guaranteeing the global common 
good and the exercise of eco- 
nomic and social righto. The nee 
market by itself cannot do this, 
because in feet there are many 
human needs which have no 
place in the market.” 

He adds: “The effects of the 


crises have had heavy con- 
sequences for countless peoplei 
reduced to conditions of extrem e 
poverty. . . . 

“Many of them had only just 
reached a position which al- 
lowed them to look to the fato* 5 
with optimism. Through no emit 
of their own, they have seen 
these hopes cruelly dashedr 


their children. 

“And how can we ignore tne 

effects of fluctuations to w* ! 

financial markets? We urgent? 
heed a new vision of global 
progress in solidarity, which win 
. . . enable all people to realise 
their potential.” ; ' ~ _ — 
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jranson aims 
or record 


i [CHARD Branson and ills 
UCO Global Challenge team 
Lcuied a flawless launch last 
Min their attempt to he the 
to circumnavigate the world 
iiballoon, writes Will 
fxiicard In Marrakech. 

Ibe 220ft balloon rose above 
Rlloroccan airfield in Mnrra- 
Lhat9.24am on December 18 
Effect conditions, and headed 
[U&w the Atlas mountains. 

Hr Branson said the early 
Ugsvere crucial if he and his 
millionaire American 
l&eFossettand Norwegian 
hlMatrand, are to achieve 
Vj Is described as the last 
put aviation challenge. 

Bitonly 24 hours into his 
triballoon attempt, Mr 
Erjoon lost his most valuable 
m 3— his voice. 

Vie Kendrick, the project 
sdor, said: “We think he has 
dry bog bjti drome . . . We don’t 
|thk it la a problem.” 

The balloon, travelling at up to 
ftnph, could complete its 
jri-sion in nine days. 


to Dyer 
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Pinochet ruling set aside 


B RITAIN'S highest court 
brake new ground last week 
jdien It act aside one of its 
historic judgments because of 
#tions of bias against one of the 

-£5. 

he senior past and present law 
.'■* unanimously set aside an 
r® birds' ruling that General 
.'fl® 0 Pinochet was not Immune 
- 3 txtradUiou and prosecution for 
,r ^against humanity. 

.** decision has dramatically 
Gen Pinochet’s chance of 
mn. 

Jbe original judgment by a differ- 
. H«l of law lords on November 
*-fcr ,Urne< l ky a 3"“ majority a 
h-Kourt ruling in October (hat 
IItJw Chilean dictator was iro- 
, P r °secullon as a former 
^state. 

I ^ Vision was set aside after 
L'T*? hearing following a.peti- 
j-Jty Gen Pinochet’s lawyers 
i.Jr^uiat Lord Hoffmann, one 
parity who ruled against 
UW should have beep dis- 
because of long-standing 
links with Amnesty Inter- 


national. The unprecedented blow to 
the integrity of British justice has 
sent shock waves through the judi- 
ciary, angering senior judges. 

Lord Irvine, the Lord Chancellor, 
in a letter to the senior law lord, 
lard Browne-Wilkinson, pressed 
for rigorous procedures for declar- 
ing interests to ensure that such a 
fiasco never happened again. 

An appeal will be heard next 
month before a different panel of 
law lords, who could rule that Gen 
Pinochet is immune from prosecu- 
tion. If so, the extradition process 
would be halted and the general 
freed to return to Chile. 

The decision was the first time a 
lards judgment has been set aside, 
and allegations of a conflict of inter- 
est have never before been made 
against such a senior Judge, 

Lord Hoffmann, a. director of 
Amnesty’s fund-raising arm since 
1990, on November 25 ruled with 
two other judges (hat immunity did 
not extend to Crimea against human- 
ity. It paved the way for the Home 
Secretary, Jack Straw, fo start the , 
process which could qnd in Gen 
Pinochet’s extradition to Spain to 
stand trial (or alleged human rights . 


crimes (luring his rule from 1973-90. 

The case comes at a time when 
pressure is growing for more public 
scrutiny of judges in the run-up to 
implementation of the Human 
Rights Act, which will require them 
to adopt a more political role. 

The five judges unanimously set 
aside the earlier Lords' decision. 
They held that Lord Hoffmann 
should have stood down because 
Amnesty International, which has 
long campaigned for Gen Pinochet 
to be tried, had been allowed to 
intervene, and, through its QC, 
pressed the case for denying immu- 
nity for crimes against humanity. 

Lqrd Hoffmann, who Is abroad 
until the end of the year, has not 
explained why he failed to disclose 
the connection, in breach of a long- 
standing practice among judges tp 
disclose even a remote possibility of 
a conflict of interest. 

The affair is embarrassing for the 
South African-born judge. As well as 
delivering a blow to the reputation 
of British justice, he has been re: 
sponsible for two extra, expensive 
hearings. .... 


Comment, page 10 


fritish youth’s drug abuse ‘highest in Europe’ 


^ Bates In Brussels 


L rS , ot recorded drug abuse 
wtfain are. up to five time? 
i t{ * na « era and young 

j Uten In other European coun- 
'sals SUrvey Published last week 

in? 1 ?} hy Lisbon-based 
Centre, for 
Addiction, based 


i^statiBtics.gathered by EU 
>- r Mptea, o._. ii_. 


shows that, the 
ish teenagers and 


. ’ , JIiiIm: ■- 1 



range took cannabis, .comparable 
figures , for, France ■ wefe , 25-7 per 
cent, Germany 21,. per .cent., and 
Spain 22 per cent Only Pepmark, 
from a much .smaller suryey, 
records similar figures to Rritaty’s. 

For cpcalne, only Spain .beat, fee 
British figure of 4 percent, 

.Nine per cant o^ ypung. Britons, 
were reported to have pypenmiented 
with EcBtasy, compared with, just; 
2.fi. per cent. in Germany and 1 per ; 
ceijt in Sweden apd Belgium, , ; , 

, The. report pays; that.eyep allow- 
ing for differences, jn tne.pizp, ,date ( 
and age range pf. the , national 
surveys,, the UK refurnp $pe signifi- 
cantly higher than fepseof other: 
countries. It.adds; “Recent cannabis 

use fyst 12 ; month?) I* reported by, 


1 to 9per cent of t 


tlon, depending on the country; 
Finland, Sweden and eastern Ger- 
many present the lowest rates, and 
Spain and the UK fee highest. 

["Recent use ,is higher, among 
young adults, In most coup fries 
between 3 and 10 .per cqpt although 
reaching 20 per cent In feeUK.” 

The report also records disturb-, 
lag, rises in- the use oj: illegal drugp; 
in eastern European countries,! 
where, the authorities, have dispro- 
portionately fewer resources to deal, 
vrithttyp problem. , 

Researchers, found that Kizprep 
of caiinabls ip J3U states had levelled, 
out, since 1994 m' after quadrupling |n, 
fee previous. decade, while there are 
also pjgns dipt Ecsfefy use may have, 
leveled ptt The use of heroin qna, 
cocalneis still bn fee increase. . . 


The Week In Britain James Lewis 


MP claims newspaper 
editor was MI6 agent 


A llegations that he had 

been a “paid asset" of the intel- 
ligence service, MI6, were briskly 
denied by Dominic Lawson, editor 
of the Sunday Telegraph. He noted 
that the suggestion had been made 
by the Labour MP, Brian Sedge- 
more, under the protection of ]iarlin- 
inenlary privilege, “feus protecting 
himself, and the newspapers that re- 
peated his remarks, from m’learned 
friends, who would otherwise have 
been instructed to issue the mother 
of all libel writs". 

Mr Sedgemore did not, properly 
speaking, name Mr Lnwson as an 
agent but said that the sacked, 
renegade ex-MIti officer. Richard 
Tomlinson, had alleged that he was. 
The thrust of the allegation was 
that, during his earlier editorship of 
Hie Spectator, he had published 
articles from Bosnia and Croatia, 
puiportiiig to have been written by 
one “Kenneth Roberts". 

Mr Lawson, son uf the former 
Tory Chancellor, Nigel Lawson, 
said at the time that this was the 
pseudonym of a UN adviser, who 
obviously could nut write about tin- 
UN's role in Bosnia under his own 
name. The allegation is that "Ken- 
neth Roberts" was in reality an MIG 
agent, and Mr Lawson now con- 
cedes that this nmy be right, though 
he did not believe so at the lime. 

More entertaining was the way 
other newspapers embroidered the 
allegation. Some made much of Mr 
Lawson's skill as a chess-player, 
“the mark nf a scheming mind" and 
an obvious wrong 'un, according to 
Sherlock Holmes. The Tim es, 
which may also have been taken in 
by “Mr Roberts", noted that Mr 
Lawson was known "to keep 
detailed records of train times'’ — 
an odd sort of habit that would have 
aroused fee suspicions of John 
Buchan. If no one else. 

A motion was tabled in the 
Commons demanding either that 
Mr Lawson should resign or that his 
paper's proprietor, Conrad Black, 
should sack him. But only six 
Labour MPs signed iL 


D ANNY. McNAMEE, Jailed for 
fee IRA Hyde Paris bombing in 
1982, said he felt vindicated when 
fee Court of Appeal quashed his 
conviction on the grounds that it 
was “unsafe”. But he denounced the 
three judges who reached that deci- 
sion because they adde^ that this 
did not mean he was innoqent. 

! The court found feat the prosecu- 
tion had failed to d^pse material 
evidence at fee original trial. This, 
along with new scientific and finger- 
print evidence, made fee conviction 
unsafe.' The Crown had, however, 
made out a strong case that 
McNqmee >?s .lpdeed a conspira- 
tor tp cause explosions, and it may 
1 very well be feat . . a juty would 
have ptill found him gui|ty.” 

■ . Sentenced to 25 y^ars for his part 
In fee attack, which killed , _ four 
members of fee Household Cavalry, 
Mr McNamee was released last 
rnpnfe ;Uijder tLje Good Friday, 
agreemen t He graduated from Lon- 
don quivers! ty fort year, and intends' 
! to practise humaq rlghts lavy, . 


funding over the next three years. 
The company's grant will rise by 
11 per cent to £16 million next year, 
and then to £20 million In the two 
subsequent years. 

Further good news came when 
the ROH music director, Sir 
Bernard Haitink, withdrew his 
resignation, suggesting that lie, at 
least, sees light nt the end of the tun- 
nel. But the ROH, beset by disputes 
nnd managerial problems, is still not 
mil of trouble. Its reopening has 
been set back from December 1999 
to Mart'll 2000, ami the grant is 
dependent on the House opening on 
time and mi budget. 

Meanwhile there was concern 
that funding for many smaller 
theatre companies has been frozen 
to make cash available for the ROH. 


T HE internal rows of the prickly 
Commission for Racial Equality 
t-rupled in public when a dossier, 
highly critical nf how the buily is I 
run, was scut to ministers by 
Blundel Chi ft, who lust her CRE 
post after a purge uf members 
appointed by llie former Tory 
Home Secretary, Michael Howard. 

Mrs Guff, a solicitor, claimed the 
CRE had a "destructive and danger- 
ous" approach to race relations, was 
wasting public funds, and was riven 
by divisions. She alleged, among 
other things, that friction between 
Afr o-Caribbean and Asian members 
led to discrimination within the CRE 
Itself: that it promoted an “aggres- 
sive and hostile” race relations ethos; 
and gave greater encouragement to 
litigation than to conciliation. 

Blondel Cluff is the wife of Algy 
Cluff, oil tycoon and chairman of 
the Spectator magazine, whose 
business partner is Conrad Black, 
owner of the Dally Telegraph. It was 
the Telegraph that published her 
dossier. The CRE’s chairman, Sir 
Herman Ouseley, said Mrs Cluff 
was "a spurned woman" who had 
come to the commission with an 
agenda to shut it down. 


C ARLTON Communications, 

owner of Carlton and Central 
Television, was fined £2 million for 
its faked documentary. The Connec- 
tion, which purported to disclose a 
drug cartel's new heroin route from 
South America to London. The Inde- 
pendent Television Commission 
found 10 “grave breaches" of its 
code, principally that "evidence for a 
new heroin route did not exist*. 




t HE ROYAL Oppra House .was, 
given q long-awaited cqsh boost, 
when fee Arts Council Increased Its. 
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State pensions 
boost for low-paid 


L OW-PAID workers would win 
a “drama lie" increase in slate 
support in retirement under 
£5 billion pension reforms unveiled 
l ast week by I lie Social Security 
Secretary. Alistair Darling. 

A suite second pension would at 
least double [he value of the exist- 
ing slab 1 faniings-rehilcfl sclu-me 
(Serpsj lor 4 inilliuii employees 
Ali ning less limn JL'M.flOQ ;i year. Ilu> 
iniiiisler promised. 

Abnl it in 1 1 of .Serps was the sur- 
prisi* in a (irem hiper which s leers 
clear of o impelling workers In put 
more money aside for (heir ulcl age. 

I lie slnitegy relies on incentives to 
lure up lo 5 million middle-income 
earners into "stakeholder" peiisluns. 

‘Hie lack of compulsion raised 
doubts in the pensions industry 
about the effectiveness of the slrat- 
egy, which appears m be a markedly 
less radical blueprinl than had been 
foreshadowed. There was also dis- 
appointment among welfare groups 
working with older people. 


• 20 per cent pf average earnings 
to be minlmim retirement Income 

• Slate' second pension to replace 
Serps. doubling value for fcw-pald 

• Credits for 4 million carers and 
disabled ex -workers 

• Low-coat stakeholder pensions 
aimed at 5 million people without 
occupational schemes 

• Bigger Incentives for moderate 
earners to leave state scheme 

■— end 4eke-out- stakeholder/ ” '■ 

occupational pensions 

• Higher earners unaffected 


By contrast, there was a warm 
welcome from carere’ organisations 
for confirmation that ministers plan 
to give pension credits, under the 
new slate second scheme, to people 
looking after dependent relatives or 
children under five, and to long- 
term disabled people wilh broken 
employment records. 

At (east 4 million people, mostly 
women, are expected to bencfil 
from rhese crediis by 2050. They 
would be I rented :is if they had 
annual earnings, of £ti,uof». and their 
pensions would be boosted by up in 
£50 a week in luday’s terms. 

Tin- pensions overhaul has been 
Iriggerwl by official forecasts Mini, 
on present trends, one in three 
]w--nsiuiicrs could be depending on 
income support by the middle of llie 
next cenfury. Previous ailempts to 
encoui-age workers to make greater 
provision for themselves have met 
mixed results. Moreover Serps is 
considered by the Government to 
do little for the low-paid because it is 
income-related. 

Tlie Green Paper sets a target of 
20 per cent of average earnings, or 
£75 a week in current terms, as a 
minimum income for the retired. 
From next April this will be a "guar- 
antee'^ for people — though they 
will still have to claim au income 
support to|Kip of their basic slate 
pension to get it. Thereafter minis- 
ters say their aim is to raise the 
guarantee broadly in line with earn- 
ings while the basic pension 
increases only with prices. 

By 2050, it is forecast, the balance 
of total pension costs would have 
switched from tile present GO-40 
percentage split between state and 
private sources to one of 40-60. 
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Christmas Loyalist group first to hand in arms 

Shelved — ; ; I ,v ' I that issue. and I hope you 

John Mullln i ;i-V .»<•: 1 do the same." 


S OME grey metal shekint, 1* HE Volunlwr Force ' 

few builders’ lamps. ^ T tot wetk becanw the first ■, , . ft. ‘'I 

welcome lo Christmas Tate • terrorist group m Northern {-j;,"- ,3 ; -V >*■ ■ lf£^ : : 

Gullery style, writes Dan Wand to decommission some of its t & ; JV 

Glaister . teapons. lEmvV * -.4 J'- 1 \ ‘ i % 

Aftci last .vent's wheelic be The force's move came hours -/V . .. 'I Wliil l'. • W ,/ : 

mull !i9.Tsiiec hung unsldt tor the pohlical parties finally 
(Itmn, Uiis.vciir'sTme Chrisci- greed at Su.rmont the shape °f the 

tree. by .irtist Rlduird Wllsw W"** 1 po.ver-shanng executive ufcs ' 

l/n/? J. .omoys a ralht.- s.ihdi- ^ lhe K0 P e ° f , lh f cross-bonier Ac foA*. ^ . 

mcswigc. Certainly It „itr, tl(d »« envisaged b, the Good ^,'W 

little miu.ii,,,, from visitors, Miy agreement There ,s, though ■. tl t IM9 FAlf 

SbhM Itmk'inViionrL 1 *«* Protestant ill Poyntapass A* - - 

Snalrhi Gallery, mid for drib Co Armagh. One of tile suspected » i - '' nSSSJlaiHHHlI' 

a Inrge hole in the floor nf the “"lerers, believed by Ins col- ^ 

Serpentine Gallery, -nave'.* -®j e “ to he a police informer, was . ■ ■ '. 

nolto^oveHmrdcn'llieaenmf «■*•«* terrorist murderer who ^ . 

iiuhlic with ino mill'll « turned to Christianity while in 

n Vc l howover a n„ ss i- P™>n, was the LVFs link lo die A member of the independent decommissioning body destroys a 

I Hire was, OOttt-Ver, U p IS5I , ID M urnunnn hnnHpH in hv ItlP LVI” PHOTOGRAPH. P£LVIN BT-tEh 


hie subtexl'jie conceded/ln' International Body on Decommis- weapon handed in by the LVI- phokiGRaph. kelvin bo^e^ meml 

huni.'Zj.tZj^ry^ SSS K’ctaLiM McCSntoa was escorted uader I to hta h»^ NjOj; odiet 
ar."L“n~nni^. W dedared its ceasefire perma- ^med gu M d I Im m Por mdow,. to ^ Z, 


. ,’•( that issue, and I hope your party will 
do the same." 

•• Ministers believe Ihnt Andrew 
1 Mackay. shadow Northern Ireland 
.1 secretary, is in danger of strength- 
• -f 'i ening Lhe hands of unionists op- 
1 posed to the agreement with his 

. . demand to halt the release of prison- 

ers until paramilitaries start to 
'• ** ' disarm. The Government is exas- 

perated wilh the way that Mr 
Mackay supported the agreement 
jk' only to introduce preconditions that 

| vjd were nol ]>art of the deal. 
riNV* At the same time the Orange 
Order is to consider disciplining Mr 
|ga| Trimble for attending the funerals of 
three young victims of the Omagh 
r bombing. Denis Rogan, Ulster 

Unionist parly chairman, is also 
facing action. 

> Mr Trimble, leader of the ULIP. 
which has institutional links with 
the Orange Order, was dismissive 
of the planned action against him. 
He and Mr Rogan attended the 
j* funeral mass at St Mary’s Church in 
• 1 Buncrana, across the border in Co 
Donegal, for Oran Doherty, nged 
eight, and James Barker and Scan 
J McLoughlm, both 12. 

They were applauded as they 
1 entered. Tile Irish president. Mary 
McAleese, and the Siim Fein presi- 
^ ■ dent. Gerry Adams, also ult ended, 
roys n A condition of Orange Order 
4 BOrEij membership is that “you should not 
countenance by your presence or 
North- oilier wise any act or ceremony of 


artefacts The sh el vine units Wf LVF declared its ceasefire perma- armed guard from l ortaaown to cm irtidmi. 1,11 v* 

» sloniue mci-honism lo e 'ho it “ i" August, and last month its Rose Park, the dccom.nission.ng JIH™k1. to the pease process 

museum ilaelfnan storage eke Pnsnnefs were ruled eligible for the body's l.eadquarlem near Stormont, freshblow. , ,, 

■* tekae programme, part of He watched as the nine guns. The Prune Munster challeng 
* t the acreement. 350 bu ets. It 


nbout (he commercialism of 
Christmas or anything like to 
It’s quite spiky and fun.” 


S™Mand%First Minister. c^anUtyJ !^^'E™Scy S 


ern Ireland, dealing the bipartisan Popish wurship'. 
approacli to the peace process a Mr Trimble's wholehearted sup- 
fresh blow. port for the Porladowu Orangemen 

The Prime Minuter challenged at Drumcree in 1!)!)5 was u factor in 
lhe Tories not to "play politics" with his winning the parly leadership 


David Trimble, welcomed die move, over and die first two guns were cut 


T^eTate^Chriatmas^ee the believed it would put pressure into pieces. Mr Blair hit out at the 

illorv’s 1 1 fli seasonal offering on lhe IRA lo make a start. "They Political lenders agreed that diere the Corrmions after Otaer l^lw in. 


ine l ale Uiriatmas tree, me 11 , lu 1,111 |N ™ UIC 

gjillcry’s 1 1 Ui seasonal offering. 0l ?‘ he IRA lo make a start. "They 
is on show until January 6. w 1 themselves if they do 

photograph FioriA K"j ' I , s ubsCTibe fully to die agreement. 


liners believe their constituency MP 
haslet them down. 

Tensions were rising again in 


Met police officers in anti-corruption drive 


A N anti-corruption strategy 
launched last week by the 
Metropolitan police includes 
inspecting private bank accounts of 
officers joining specialist squads, 
and encouraging all officers to 
inform on corrupt colleagues, writes 
Duncan Campbell. 

Sir Paul Condon, the Met's com- 
missioner. described the strategy as 
the most comprehensive in the 
world, aiming to end the cyclical 
nature of corruption. "No one 
should underestimate our determi- 
nation to pursue relentlessly and 
prosecute corrupt and dishonest 
members of staff, either past or pre- 
sent. and those who seek to entrap 
our colleagues," said Sir Paul. 

Sir Paul said he did not believe 


that officers joined the police with 
dishonest motives: "It’s about good 
people who have come into policing 
and along the way have gone bad.” 

More than 80 criminal charges 
and suspensions have been insti- 
gated in the Met’s investigation. 
The strategy aims to develop net- 
work systems as an alternative way 
to pass information on corruption to 
investigating officers: allow checks 
on bank accounts of officers seek- 
ing to join specialist squads; confis- 
cate any assets gained as a result of 
dishonesty; carry out "integrity 
tests" to root out corruption, racism 
and sexism. 

Meanwhile a police force humili- | 
ated by some of the most rancorous 
sex discrimination cases of recent I 


years lost another, when one of its 
former women officers was vindi- 
cated by an industrial tribunal. 

Claims of prejudice up to the level 
of North Yorkshire’s former chief 
constable were upheld in the case 
brought by retired Chief Inspector 
Lyn Smith, aged 46, who left the 
force on medical grounds earlier 
this year. 

She listed a catalogue of blocked 
promotion, humiliating sex jokes at 
a force dinner, and alleged queries 
by former chief constable David 
Burke about whether she was gay. 

Welcoming the verdict, Ms Smith 
emphasised that she wished North 
Yorkshire police well and had every 
confidence in the regime installed 
this year, when Mr Burke retired. 


Hijacking convictions 
quashed for refugees 

Duncan Campbell Hit* plane and its 197 r __ _ 

~ and crew for 20 hours before 

i it i ca ™P ai 2ners last week landed at Slansled in Essex. , 
hailed a Uwirt of Appeal deci- John Wadharn, direc 


on the IRA lo make a start. 'They Pditical'leaders agreed th at there tt .e Commons ^ after OUver I Ldrin. 

will exclude themselves if they do will be 10 ministries replacing the Ml for Dorset e , ... lovalisl group calling itself the 

not subscribe fully to the agreement, six Northern Ireland departments. Government for re g p y Q nnfie Volunteers claimed respon- 
TKis B no time far foot-rirfigging." Unionists and nationnlists will each ta ry pri soners tn the absence of any "'“‘SSg . cSEL- 


Progressive Unionist party, see til 
tin- plane and its 197 passengir “oasstynical ploy on the LVF 


inis b no time tor foot-dragging. unionists anu nationalists wnicm.n dhtitiv far bombing a Calholic- 

The Irish prime minister, Bertie ran five. They nre: agriculture: disarmainent by the IRA. owned bm- in Crambn Co Antrim 

Ahern, said the deal on the compo- environment; regional development: Mr Utwin asked. Do y . There were no injuries. It 

skon of government and links with education; further education; enter- believe ifs an e ! ^ ^ ^ attack since the 

the Iris 1. Republic should make II prise, trade and investment: culture released every IRA imilderer with- was hrat suel. atmrastnc 

eauerfar the IRA to disarm. Others, Us and leisure; health and social out achieving the decommissioning ur monthskgo. 

including Sinn Fein and tile loyalist services; finance, nnd personnel. ° Blair reeled off a list At leasTs.lMO Orangemen and 

SSs SS5 
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W ESTMINSTER council 
decided against handing 
out compensation claims to em- 
ployees implicated in the “homes 
forvotes” scandal as there was 
legal doubt about the authority’s 
ability to grant the money. 

T OUGH measures designed 
to protect fish stocks haw 
left Britain's fishing industry 
facing a further reduction in 
catches next year, even though 
the Government managed to 
reduce the cuts proposed by the 
European Commission. 

I N A test cose the Court of 
Appeal opened the way for 
discrimination claims against 
employers if they refuse to allow 
sick leave to mothers who are 111 
when their maternity leave ends. 

P HILIP DUNNE, a former 
house pnrent nt a Httrnarclo's 
home was jailed for 1 1 yours, to 
jeers from victims who ufier 
20 years cume forward to expose 
his cruelty nnd sexual alniac. 

J OB applicants will he asked 
to provide proof of a "clean" 
criminal record under measures 
to curb child abuse. Employers 
will have the right lo insist job 
applicants produce a certificate 
showing any criminal past from a 
Criminal Records Bureau, lu he 
set up within two years. 

M onsanto, the mutu- 

national company that spe- 
cialises in marketing genetically 
modified crops, la to be prose- 
cuted following the deliberate 
releases of modified oilseed rape 
Into the countryside. 

N UCLEAR waste stored at 
22 sites containing pluto- 
nium is in danger of leaking, the 
l Government’s safety experts say. 


P®rt to free its prisoners early. safety; trade anti business develop tion supported ^ n^t of the continued protest 

.5f_. LVF ovfr the- men.; spednl, F.U progrnnnne* LS being iiemed the right to 


R GHTS campaigners Inst week bmlcri nt Slansled in fose*. taded over the ment; special EU P™^ an ™“ ; l a ri v years of the peace process, against being denied the right to 

hailed n uonrt of Appeal deci- John Wadharn. director of <* "rapwis just ass certificate issued language — Irish and Ulster-Scots. teoW ' the nrevlous I march down the town's nationalist 

ston to quash convictions against erly. said the ruling set a m#' ^“decommissioning body ami and marine matters. Ih . wav {L ou( ,l, Garvaghy Road to Drumcree parisli 

so. Iraqis who h|jaeked a plane to precedenL "All too otten die cow 1 ^ * >™unity from prosecn- _ Meanwhile Tony Blair launched dl he jay dm>ngh. | ^ aummer . 

Bntain from Sudan. merely follow the law. This show BD n was due to lapse. his strongest attack on the lories we never ontc pwy v 


„. au ..yoAgwu a piane ro precedenL All too olten ri nn “ : 

Bntain from Sudan. mere | y follow the law. This show was due to lapse. 

nil \ decision is seen as setting a that they can disjjense justice, too 

precedent for refugees of brutal On the same day the Home Secre 

regimes The court held that the tary, Jack Straw, unveiled OnOn - 

judge at the men’s trial had wrongly terrorist powers to make it illegal ■ 1 ' 

prevented the jury considering their groups dedicated to such divers; 

defence that they acted under causes as animal rights or mi® 0 * 1 p aWckWi ntour 

duress of circumstances-- Islam to exist if they ben® — 

Delivering :1m ruling. Lord Justice involved in serious acts of violent 

Rose said: "If Anne Frank had stolen Tl.e proposed powers rr* s ‘ 
a rar to escape from Amsterdam and criminal offence to be a memh^ ers hv^Si ,ury 

had been charged with theft, the supporter of such proscribed oiy£ ernniL^? 8 * 

tenets of English law would not havp imtinna Tmioh action will also a, « t? a 


Taxpayers ‘lost £1.5bn on Railtrack’ 


Short refuses malaria aid Lords vote over-ruled 


Patrick Wintour provided 50 per cent of Sudan’s Michael White 

r~~ medicines, and its destruction has 

SHORT, the interna- left the country with no supplies of ^ONSERVAl 
has h ° n ^ ^ eve l°P in Pfit Secretary, chloroquuie. the standard treatment the Govet 


Thatcher insisted on passing the 
War Crimes Act. 


C ONSERVATIVE opponents of It means that June's European 
the Government's troubled elections will take place under the 
European Elections Bill last week regional list PR jsteiu It will have 


— (.-iiuiuiai mimic «»«■■ , er „ u™ , . fur y among aid work- forinalaria. European wee * rt ie effect of giving Conservatives 

had been charged with theft, the supporter of such proscribed onfpl orruSni^Sf fo £ W" Elizabeth Binghain said: 'Tlie a second and Ubera! Democrats more Stras- 

tenets sof English law would not have isations. Tough action will al»JJ forwj Sudan cost of supplying tlieBediugs is Uie ^Lords because it bourg seats at the expense of Labour. 

denied her the defence of duress of taken against those who raise to* its capacity to pro- peanuts, and given that CUire t»du« in e Lo i is ■ ic Privately, both sides are probably 

circumstances on the ground that for the groups. At present only Short's deportment m committed to enshrines the c o*a y glad to get off the hook via what the 

she should have awaited the bodies fsthflteal IRA nre ban" 8 * had been made by halving the number of people suffer- P r ta rU ““ri ml “^ CODaeqU ence of liberal Democrats called “a proce- 

Gestapos knock at the door." It will mean the end of tlie a""* mfe of the Lord ing poverty m the, world, aild The panrimdeal q ^h aural pantomime". The PR row In 

TJe six men from Iraq were jailed renewal of the Prevention of TeffJ by and had been backed poverty Includes not being able to * elr ^ i^Sc dbeere is the Lords became mixed up with 

at the Old Bailey in November last ismActMr Straw Is to ret** ^ndsh Red Cross. buy something fliat could save you vros "* « f.« the larger Issue of Lords reform 

year for terms of between five and iiower of proscription far capacity . fi-oni rtialaria,! think we should act. *d : “11 ftey nde aiat led to the sacking ' of Lord 

nine years. While the Judge, Mr terrorism, but proposes to ato^ d amaged when US tay^tarwaroed that recent “ fi Sed b e Sn the Lords Cranborne over in unanthorlsdd 

Jushce Wright, expressed sympathy the use oflnternal exclusion ag smon * th Bntl3h Hoods in Sudan had led to a prolUer- “'™^™ e “ Uian 12 m0D ths deal with Tony Blair to reprieve 

for their predicament, he ruled out that ban individuals from on** ^‘ -fteal-Slufa factory, just alion of mosquitoes and hence wdCoinmons, glhereditoryp eera 

the duress defence on the grounds to the rest of the UK , , le the capital, in September. malaria. She said a yeat s supply of ™er It won Its origm Lord Jenkins of HUlhead, the Ub 

that there had : to be f close The Northern Irish “DipWk tet fc S e v . bee v Wid , ely re P° rted Ule n ^ u8 ™ l ^“S abo V t f5' 0 ^ ar ^rach^itqSes for linmedi- Dem peer, said closed Usls denied 
connection iq time between a feared courts, which sit without jurlea** 1,55,™ ^d based on a hope- But Ms Short rejected her , As an* it qualffl tor umn ^ voters choice and were a minor evil 
threat ofinjuryind any criminal act. to be phased out And the peg in, .J^^'taUgence brief- request, saying her deparhuent tHs Art, of 1911 “But to lose a bill and to go on with 

The men had (led from Iran and duriher which a terrorist susperi t® i uia? *>leged the site had been year had already set aside more t^rns mmeHirnameiuoc the old distorting — and totally out 

wire fugitives in Sudan wlien’ they be Md by police without tl« ®.^J sntt-American terrorUt than £5.6 million to various humane' ta^V^^ Snri^udM? dated from the rest of Europe - 

pronl “SSSl. 10 V***". ' SSKSS StSSTS; since -theL system tor voUug for tbeEuropea. 


I “ l| l^ to £1.5 billion if (lie previous 
J Government had sold Railtrack bit 
/ by bit instead of gelling lid of il 
I before the election, a critical report 
i from the National Audit Office 
| concludes. 

I The reiiort — called for by Parlia- 
I ment — examines the snlc of 
I Britain's signalling, track and rail- I 
j way stations to Railtrack, which was 
/ valirnl at £1.9 billion at the time of J 
j I he July J99G seil-off. Almost two- I 
nud-o-Jinlf years Inter, its market I 


I value Is more than £8 billion. 
The report says the Department 
of Transport could have taken a dif- 
ferent approach to the privatisation. 
Knllh-nck’s sale was completed 
speedily as an election loomed. Any 
delay might have led to a "possible 
postponement of the sale, which 
might have made it more difficult to 
generate market interest". 

Tlie NAO 1ms carried out calcula- 
tions, and considers that overall 
sales proceeds might have been 
increased by nt least £600 million if 
the Government had phased the 
sale and retained 20 per cent of the 


shares, and by £1.5 billion if it had 
retained 40 per cent. 

Privatisations carried out in 
stages, says the report, have nearly 
always reaulled In higher total 
proceeds for the Government than 
if 100 per cent of the shores have 
been sold initially. The NAO says 
that the increase in Railtrack's share 
price — from £3.90 at the lime of 
flotation to £16.05 at the end of 
October this year when the report 
was completed — suggests that a 
phased sate would have been more 
likely to yield much larger returns 
than a sale of all tlie shares at once! 


» ouuan Airways aircratt in 
August 1996. Using knives and 1ml- 


» Judge or 

. reduced frdm sew 1 


I wa * ^ aaa drug-making capacity from malaria,! think we should act. that the bdl diey . led to lhe sacking (it Lord 

1 damaged when US Lady Bingham warned that recent times in de test resslon, cranborne over ran unauthorised 

l tallied — With British floods in Sudan had led to a prolifer- offidaHy stalled between dj e ta“ w reprieve 

»E rl r the “>-Sliifa factory, Just alion of mosquitoes and hence and Commons, more 0. an 12 months « witn iw m 

frtde the caidtaL In September. malaria. She said a year's supply of “ta >■ J ta . Lord Jenkins of HUlhead. the Ub 

tot I *?* tan widely reported the drug would cost about £25,000. readmg in the elected Buueu- Dem peer said closed lists denied 

g'thf raid was baaed on aTiope- But Ms Short rejected her, As such, rt qudifles to ^hmnalh SsSite and were a minor evil: 

'"Stha'T” 8 ? [htelUgerice brief- request, saying her deparhuent this ate pa3 ?J! ge p 1 " ] t .° maat of i 9 u “But to lose a bill and to go on with 

* n<! 8e<l the site had been year had already' set aside more ler ™ nMrs maold distorting — and totally out- 

Osam^uL 6 hhU-American terrorist thar. £5.5 million to various humam- ta 1949, passed to, top Tryp ^- om tee rest of Europe — 

9* rtitmLi* 1 Laden 10 manufacture tadan 1 groups in Sudan. It wub up to bMtuig arato^ bbmal^ pi . tm pj, vot i ug f or the European 
r°«nical weapons. them to ensure malaria control was and only used twice since — the last graremror ^ . ^ 


L UCILLE McLauchlan, the 
nurse imprisoned hi a Saudi 
jail for her part in the murder of 
an Australian colleague, la an 
trial accused of stealing a bank 
card from a patient In her care. 

J ANE ROOT has become the 
BBC’s first female channel 
controller as head of BBC2. 

A 12 YEAR-OLD girl whs 

charged with murder follow- 
ing the death of n 10-month-old 
f£rl who suatnlned injuries while 
left in her care in Manchester. 

S ERVICES of commemora- 
tion were held in New York 
and Lockerbie to remember the 
victims of the Pan Am air crash 
10 years ago. 

T HE SPICE Girls have topped 
the Christmas singles chart 
for the third y6ar running with 
their Goodbye single. 

' I Q 1R ALAN Hodgkin, a Nobel 
. I &3S indnwita In nhvRlnlmfv and 




10 COMMENT 
At war over 
the bombing 

P ARLJAM ENT ARY democracy has not 
served Britain especially well over the 
bombing of Iraq. The political class closed 
ranks suffocatingly around the prime min- 
ister. The House of Commons, at Its worst 
when flags are waving, left dissent to 
Labour’s hardened mutineers. So hard 
questions have gone unasked — about the 
legality of the bombing, its objectives, 
about Bridsh diplomatic isolation, about 
the theatre of the absurd playing on the 
Potomac. It may well be possible, aa the 
UK defence secretary, George Robertson, 
suggested last week, that the Government 
has plausible arguments to muster. But it 
has not been able, nor bus it really tried, 
to assuage the misgivings of many outside 
the charmed circles. 

Dissent has instead come from abroad. 
Remarkably, on this occasion Washington 
has been a forum for dissenting voices; 
tlie Republicans, doubtless motivated by 
sheer bloody-minded partisanship, have 
questioned both timing and motive. Paris 
and Rome ns well as Moscow and Beijing 
hove registered their displeasure. 
Motivation varies in these capitals, to be 
sure. A month ago President Chirac — 
whose government has just signed a 
much-trumpeted defence agreement with 
Britain — seemed to back immediate 
punishment for Saddam Hussein in the 
event of a fur tiier rupture with United 
Nations weapons inspectors. In 1993 
France look part in bombing operations. 

It is not entirely clear what has funda- 
mentally changed since then. 

If, by contrast, the British are now de- 
termined to stand firm with the United 
States, the question is; to what end? With 


oil prices as low as they are, there is less 
of a direct economic interest in the region 
than in the recent past. Were the RAFs 
Tornadoes simply engaged in pursuit of a 
greater good such as international peace 
and good order? But why should this 
second-rank power, which usually seeks 
to express its international engagements 
through the European Union and Nato, 
on this occasion be determined to Btand 
alone with the US? 

Britain, it is true, received rhetorical 
support from the Netherlands and 
Germany, where the Anglo-American ac- 
tion has been justified by reference to the 
Germanic notion of a “law of nations". But 
such a law of nations surely cannot exist 
without being underpinned by an "inter- 
national community”. The question is not 
only whether there was explicit backing 
for Anglo-American action in the shape of 
UN resolutions, or indeed whether the 
Security Council should have been con- 
vened in order to receive the report of 
Richard Butler, its chief weapons inspec- 
tor. It is also that brutal action in which 
lives are lost requires something better 
than unilateral decisions by Pentagon 
planners and a beleaguered US president 
to justify it — unless it is accepted that the 
name of the game is nothing more than the 
raw pursuit of US interests and US defini- 
tions of regional security’. 

There has to be more than that. 
Without a community of nations (and the 
aspiration towards it) precious ideas of 
universally applicable rights become un- 
intelligible. Such a community ha9, how- 
ever, not been much in evidence these 
past days. The UN is one of its forms — 
flawed, to be sure, but not to be treated ns 
fl contingent tool of Washington’s will. 

Tlie absence of specific UN mandates 
should not, ns Kosovo arguably showed, 
always be allowed lo become an obstacle 
to necessary action. Bui was the bombing 


of Iraq necessary? If it had been enrried 
out by a broad international coalition in- 
cluding some of Iraq's neighbours — or if 
it had had at the very least their approval 
in advance — this action would have 
looked much more legitimate. 

There is continuing legal and political 
argument about whether or not this ac- 
tion is covered by existing UN Security 
Council resolutions. But with divisions 
running so deep, can the bombs and mis- 
siles launched ostensibly in the cause of 
international peace be justified? 


Making a fool 
of the law 


C est events in Britain’s highest court a 
"soap opera". After all die emotion for 
and against Chile’s former dictator, the 
effort to bring to justice a man who is 
charged with torture and conspiracy to 
commit mass murder has come to 
depend on a kind of judicial yo-yo. Which 
panel of judges has the last word, and 
when is that last word really, really the 
last one? 

Lord Hoffmann made a mistake in not 
declaring his links to Amnesty 
International, the human rights organisa- 
tion, but in deciding that this was enough 
to nullify the original judgment the law 
lords have made things worse. They have 
created a precedent for appealing against 
appeals, not to a higher court because 
there is none, but lo a different panel of 
the same court. Tlie impression that the 
law is a lottery gets a powerful boost. 

If before last month’s hearing Lord 
Hoffmann had declared his links to a 
charity that promotes some of Amnesty's 


Iraq raids heighten 
crisis of leadership 


onuses, it is by no nicnns certain th 
General Augusto Pinochet's lawS 
would hnve asked him to stand tali 
tXli'Tr ,1 " Presumption for expect™ 
Lord IiulTniuim to decide the Issnw k 
only one wny. But once Lord Hoff,™, 
caine up with an unfavourable judgment 
t made sense Tor General Pinochet’s 
arge and well-financed team of lawyers to 
inflate a minor Issue, even though hk 
solicitors admitted they knew of ifc, 
Amnesty links before the hearing. 
too, remained silent. Last week’s panel o! 
law lords would have done letter to 
ignore tlie general’s lawyers’ clever uBeof 
delay and reject tlie motion. 

Judges who reveal an Interest are 
usually allowed to continue a case on (1 m 
grounds that they are deciding points if 
law rather than the truth of disputed 
facts. The panel of which Lord Hoffmani 
was a member was not judging General 
Pinochet's guilt. It was deciding issues ol 
jurisprudence. Does international lav 
treat torture and hostage -la king hs inter 
national crimes which deserve punish- 
ment in any part of the world, wherever 
they were committed? Docs a forms 
ruler have immunity, either ns a forms 
head of state or because all his alleged ac- 
tions, including ordering murders, wm » 
part of his official duties? I-nrd Hoffman 
gave no explanation of his judgment, e.\ 
cept to spy that lie agreed with Lord-. 
Nicholls anti Steyn, who argued power 
fully that English law Hid not give former 
heads of state immunity for actions that 
went beynrnl any reasonable interpret* 
tion of government functions. 

One can only hope that the next panel 
of law lords will take the view, ideally 
unanimously, that General Pinochet dues 
not hnve die immunity he claims. 
Whether they do or not, last week's vie- \ 
tory of tactics over principle hHs unnei w- j 
sarily interrupted tlie search for justice. 1 




Martin Woollacott 

L IKE the radar images outlining 
Hit airmen’s targets, the four- 
day bombing campaign waged 
against Iraq lias illuminated a de- 
gree of disarray ami division tiniung 
Hie world's nations that could 
scarcely have been imagined in 
HWl. It is as if the raids have crys- 
tallised the doiibls that have been 
accunt relating for a long time about 
the fitness anil competence of tlie 
American political class, and about 
die hybrid system of world gover- 
nance, half-American and half-inter- 
national, with which we have been 
limping along in recent years. 

The collapse of the coalition 
Pgainst Iraq is not just nbout Iraq. It 
raises the question of whether the 
interests and priorities of the United 
Slates, whose leaders are driven by 
ever more precise calculations of 
short-term popularity, can be recon- 
ciled with the needs of world leader- 
ship. Unless there Is a working 
connection between the mpjor cen- 
tres of political and military power, 
especially. the US, and what most 
people regard as just action bro- 
kered through our accepted inter- 
national institutions, then the world 
really is in trouble. 

A lot is being risked here, begin- 
ning with the reputations of individ- 
ual politicians. President Clinton is a 
lost cause, but Tony Blair could also 
lose a lot Df his political capital if the 
campaign against Saddam Hussein 
goes wrong in the sense that further 
suffering is. inflicted on Iraq without 
achieving his removal. Nobody will 


expect that immediately — but they 
will expect retrospective justifica- 
tion in time. 

'Hit* broader issue is whether the 
balance between American and 
international politics, obviously now 
nmrc than askew, can be restored. 

For a start, neither Republicans 
nor DciiKicrals seem to care (hat 
their civil war over Clinton affects 
the whole world, usually in destruc- 
tive ways. In the Middle East, Arabs 
see US policy as either malign or 
inexplicable, playing with their lives 
lo make political theatre at home. 

Washington’s relations with the 
United Nations, which had a new 
beginning when Kofi Annan was ap 
pointed secretary-general, are once 
again disrupted. Tlie relationship 
with Russia lias been further dam- 
aged. And US hopes of redefining 
Nato tasks to include responding lo 
states trying to develop weapons of 
mass destruction must now dimin- 
ish. The European Union's cohesion 
will suffer from the tensions conse- 
quent on Britain's position as the 
US's only active partner. 

The intensity of the disarray is 
new, but the divisions are not Every 
one of the difficulties touched on 
above was there during the Gulf war 
in 1991. The difference is seven 
years of up-and-down policies in the 
Middle Cast and, elsewhere. Where 
differences in 1991 melted away be- 
cause of US determination and the 
successes It brought, they have 
grown since because of American 
inattention, bumbling, and failure. 
When Iraqi forces rolled Into Irbil in 
1996, executing. the opposition who 
failed to Dee with their American 



helpers, US planning for a post-Sad- 
dam Iraq was shown up as amateur- 
ish and inadequate. The world may 
be forgiven for believing that these 
past deficiencies cannot be made up 
for now by a few bombing raids. 

The problem is the contrast be- 
tween the often lightweight nature 
of US and British politics, and tlie 
heavyweight nature of the issues. 
That families in New York and Lon- 
don went about buying Christmas 
presents while Iraqi families were in 
fear of their lives sums it up on one 
level. Tlie impeachment procedures 
against Clinton, even as the bombs 
were falling on Iraq, sums It up on 
another. The Russian Duma’s dis- 
cussion of whether or not to appeal 
to Monica Lewinsky to help stop tlie 
raids on Iraq takes it Into the zone pf 


I One nation’s irresponsibility 
feeds another’s. It is despicable for 
Russian legislators to say that they 
; will throw out measures of nuclear 
disarmament in order to thumb 
their noses at the US over Iraq. 

You cannot have this kind of slap- 
stick going on while bombs are 
falling without feeling a sense of 
great unease. The war fought for 
momentary political advantage is 
now such an entertainment staple 
that the idea lurks behind every 
explanation and analysis. 

Bill Clinton, more and more 
resembling a hurt boy in his 
demeanour, encourages such 
thoughts. We feel sorry for him, but 
we also feel sorry he is In charge. 
And we doubt his judgment. He 
himself knows enough of this to 
throw the responsibility for the re- 


cent decisions on Iraq on to It 
ministers and advisers. And it is 
them that we are in effect dej* 
ing for the consistency and serto“ 
ness of policy that alone can jus® 
last week's raids. Blair and In* 
Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, 
be added to that number, 

These attacks on Iraq cann t« 

defended in themselves but only 
part of a determined new poHtf .. 
move Saddam. But most oppo 
of the raids, well aware oHS 
bilily, are far from sure that that 
new campaign will materialise, n 
less whether it will work. . . ^ 

Tlie burden on the Ub and B 
! governments is to prove them . 
and to show that American PJ ^ 
and the proper nianagentfn , 
international affaire cqn b* & 
again into a degree ofconcert^J 


felHoTute 


France exonerates itself over Rwanda 


. i u onrHnn ination. various sections of its 

R6my Ouroan "analysis of responsibilities" are far 

T HE Parliamentary Informa- from convincing. 

tion Mission, set up by the As regards the question of 
French government last whether France could have pre- 

March to investigate tlie rote vented the genocide, Paris received 

France played in Rwanda in the disturbing telegrams from one 

early 1990s, has just handed in its senior officer as early as 1990. He 

report. Entitled Inquiry Into The wrote, on October 15 of that year. 


Rwandan Tragedy, it gives 


“Certain Tutsis believe the danger 


ambiguous picture of a particularly of genocide is something that 


complex and obscure episode. 


should be taken seriously." Nine 


Wiiy did France send soldiers lo days later, he was talking about the 
the civil war in Rwanda in 1990? possible "physical elimination of 

Why did it step up its action there 500,000-700,000 Tutsis by the 

over the following three years? Why Hutus. who number 7 million", 
did it provide military support to its Similarly alarming reports were 
Hutu allies up till tlie genocide of received up to 1994. Tlie parlia- 
the Tutsis in April 1994? inentary report concludes: "All the 

The Parliamentary Mission, conditions that could have led to an 
headed by a Socialist former minis- outbr eak of violence were present 

I ter, Paul Quills, and made up of France had perceived them 

members of parliament, partly an- perfectly well. It failed to draw an 
swers those questions. It offers tlie appropriate conclusion from that ap- 




reader an interesting account of re- 
cent Rwandan history, hitherto un- 
published documents on France's 


action in the "country of a thousand lo describe 


predation of the situation" — surely 
an astonishing understatement. j 
Tlie report goes on in similar vein 


* P ^ 

ffUOTu. 


hills", eyewitness accounts which in 
some cases open up new lines of in- 
quiry, ami a scathing analysis, of the 
dysfunction that characterised ihe _ 

behaviour of the French gim-rn- tlial regime, under French prutc-c- could r ranee have become »• J l,om 11 \ 

raent and the international column- lion, allowed its racism to gel mil of strongly cun minted, the Rwanda, liui 

nity at the time. control. asks. Thai .we t rench army officer step forwa.d » 

The report’s account uf the facts Hie report concludes curiously got it into Ins head that, tin oitgli the lo p»ki their 
and the way it describes litem It.- Ihiit "in the face of that upsurge and oix.-raliun.il assislimce mission ilcnls iinvxii 

gelher make for a damning indict- Hist organisation of viol-nice and under his orders, tie was leading Hal ileleiice 

meat: Franee foiled in Rwanda, massacres, France in no way in- and indirectly commanding an aval able to m 


for the first time "declassified docvi 
nients" as corroboration — Imv 
French forces joined up with tin 


.oldiers worked sid«- by I ground. 


I how side with the llulii army. "How pro 


Asian crisis 
drags down 
Vietnamese 

Jean-Claude Pomontl In Hanot 


JL tor, Nguyen Mnnh Cam, pub- 
licly admitted this month that there 
whs no way his country could es- 
cape the nfter-cf feels of Ihe financial 
crisis that hit its neighbours in 1997. 
The timing of his ad mission was sig- 
nificant: just before Hanoi hosted its 
first big diplomatic meeting, the 
sixth summit uf die Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (Asoan). 

Vietnam has suffered liailly from 
the repercussions of Asia's i-n<- 
[loinie crisis. This year economic 
growth stood somewhere between 
Wf -1 per cent {.the World Bank figure) 
m and 6 per cent (the official Vict- 
[gb nnuiesr estimate}, compared with 
H.t> per cent in 1997. Inward invest- 
■g M mini t fell by almost half, and exports ! 
did iu»l grow at all. Increasing urban 
unemployment and widespread 
rural mule! employ nielli con limn- 1» 
handicap tin- conn try. which is m li- 
the ot the world's pi lun.-si. 

ruth l oreign aid remains .it a healthy 
in level, but S r iim million of it is imiili- 


ITx-ncli iirotec- could bratiee have become so about French involvement in level but mi lm.. ..| ,1 is cm.m- . 

HI lugcl nut of strangle ciiiniitk.l.- tin- i v|,..i t Rwanda. Flat it marks an mlpuniinl d nil i hr „.";«l.x;l».,i ol - ■ 

^ -labs "thill -HR- French arinv officer stop forward in lhal MPs were able forms. notably in tin- iiifl.ik--l aii-l 

udes curiously gol it into Id. head Hull, llirougli 111-? to p--ke their noses into die presi l-ss-iiiaking mi bfo- scclor. im Hu- - 

at upsurge and operational assistance mission dent's "private preserve . Ccmfidon- ,s ail area that Hanoi is i-H s 

I violence and under Ins orders, lie was leading lial defence documents were made tackle. It believes r. t.n nr. s i-xdd * 

available to them, and two-thirds ot implemented step by sup. (.h< i tin i 


and indirectly commanding 


pursued the wrong Africa policy, 
and did not respond to what were 
glaringly obvious signs of the im- 
pending carnage. 


cited, encouraged, helped or sup- army, in this case the army of a 
ported those who masterminded foreign state?" Bui die queshuii 


the hearings that look place ii 
era have been published. 


Ml’s also took advantage of their to prevent a 


I past lew months, the CumiiiuiiNi 
party's priority has apparently been 


sss-se- 

tai the report b 36b pages. Ilie thing. That it did not, through its J™, [j? , F s idered such as the monitoring by rural areas, mostly against corrupt 

hue the MPs take is -that Franco was intensive militarysupport.givejie "hfffi parifometTof foreign military opera* local authorities. Hre CP listens [ 


caught in a “trap" in Rwanda. Tlie murderers a feeling of Impunity . . . wne n [nc lllllmI Jsluc 

report details the painful chain uf quite another. '" v f So Thesis a huae discrete There is likely lo he a mounting because the land provides a living 

events that led up to the massacres. It is only normal for a pnrkamen- loot jwrong. ™ ere * ' 8 di[ . ^ demand for greater transparency in for 80 per cent of the population, 

hut kies to prove that at every sluge tory Information mission, on such stiff between ... such areas as foreign policy and de- Another problem impeding re- 

of die process Paris had a good issues as arms deliveries, to restrict factual chapters and son , „ mu ]d tur „ be a form is the parly’s waning authority, 

reason to take decisions lhal sub- itself lo official documents and not v-|usions . . 0 f the key initiative that would prevent Sente leading communist figures, 

sequemly proved unwise. lo plunge into the murky world of In iw'icuiarlhe pres'dent of the from (ln J uMng 8uc h as Trin DO. a retired general 

Quilts and ills colleagues coil- arms traffickers. But on other ques- "me, the ,, „ ' „„ similar escapades without first who lias a lot of influence over 

elude that an “overall error of slrat- lions. It could have shown greater gets off fairly llg lly. V" - ^ rjjg, j„ v0 |ved in sid- young CP cadres, feel it is vital to 

was the only mistake that pereqptio.n. , j •• ina vridf a crtafoal regtoie wSle demoralise the movement. They 


ma when the countryside speaks 

There is likely to be a mounting because the laud provides a living 
>mand for greater transparency in for 80 per cent of the population, 
ich areas as foreign policy and de- Another problem impeding ic- 


France made. Tlie report notes how deeply in- masterminded Frances policy i . LZ^the mibiiciri thedark. ’ do not seem to have been overly 

Although the first 300 pages of votved the French army was in the Rwanda. (December 17) impressed by the release of several 

the report contain a wealth of infer- very workings of the Rwandan state. Tlie report, while breaking political and religious prisoners just 

■ before the Asean summit. 

, . _ which was our best guarantee of While countries such as Thai- 

Pursmng a disastrous policy on Iraq ge S Ir Tb£ ia Too S te d hy SXl^ V^rSsTo 

ffij hqs been doing its Job in Iraq, it ever Tn a position toresor. to the Sm° n «K«uT^ 

— JORIAL baa always had tn do so In diffl- U8 5.°J Tp^X-ne dfomito the image of the US In the Middle versely affect its greatest asset — a 

T “ cult and hostile circumstances. N or does pwreverted within a matter of forge, hard-working and extremely 

HE United Statea’a decision In nil, Iraq iB thought to have fact that, thapha to iljS 1 days to what it has always been cheap labour pool, 

touse force against Iraq was prevented half a doien site in- no longer h aa more thim^ haid days^ a ma j or power which Moreover Ihe 15 per cent devalu- 

JC*; ever y reBpect. It was speedens out of more than 100 fill of long-range missiles in ns doub i. standards, depend- atlon of the nalional currency, the 

wed in Its form: the United carried out by Unscom over the possession. a ino on whether It la Israel or Iraq dbug. In the space of 18 months may 

Security Council was past four week. That is scant No army c»remand ln_ die y jSf r £" ri iv Council no longer he enough to counter 

consuited, even though juatifleation for resorting to n region, whedier X Solutions oompetittonlron,Vietnam'sneigh- 

n-fts 9 ™ 1 claimed to be acting massive uae of force against a 1 ™ ni “ This only encourages people hours, whose currencies have been 

behalf of the international country that has already, been threatened by . , 4® to see the US as a country dps- devalued, by a far greater amount, 

nimunity. brought fo Its knees. , l^£ ne 'vSo re ha? ia a d lrmdJ mrate to get rid of Saddant out ..DespUc that, the V etnameae gow 


masterminded fiance's policy in ing with a criminal regime while democratise the movement. They 
Rwanda keeping the public in tlie dark. do not seem to have been overly 

R “Se rcoork while breaking new (December 17) impressed by ihe release of several 


Pursuing a disastrous policy on Iraq 


I which was our best guarantee of 
getting Iraq to disarm. 


editorial 


rfT r, ,! he Australian chairman: Butler handed in his report^ best to hang on i to so,™ „ ’ ed ^ Bering of.thq Iraqi ltsve elapsed since the decision to 

9* dte United Nations’ weapons another organisation operating his chemical fold biological ..enmseaums k w open , up the country to inward 

reaction team, Unscom. iq Iraq, the International Atomic weapons. ■ . v- ___ . For all these reasons — quitq investment and tourism, During 

Tta?t «actly did Butler suy ? Energy .Agency (IAEA), de lv- . , Bu ‘ IffTreMlu- apart from the so-called “collat- that period boUi the urban and tlie 

Iraq had not “fully” allowed ered it, own rep.or,t — which him to cqn m» v rith W reso "^» (rea d, civilian) casualties rural landscapes have changed 

sX ec , tor8 to do their work; came to precisely the opposite on ^ ^ bfttie hmnbing - the.US deci- radically.: , 

rat i had jammed Unscom conclusion. i , the avowed aim o } 8 j on cou ]d turn. out to he dlsns- Even ns clouds seem lo bo gslli. 

“fhrifofers’ radio transmissions, . , IA^A agents, paid t)>at Iraq ha<> overthrow himf . . Lua. But then dJsastrqus is the ering on the horizon, the commu- 

fooved documents shout, and eo-noersted . sufficiently with Justified in neither form n r .. k , , . „ . tnr , ntst lendershio -remains fearful that 


^d documents about, and co-operated. ^ aufflclently with to”bomb olS’word S tm much too nisflefolershlp remains fearful that ] 

®Pt certain sensitive sltea out of them for .them, to observe some- - content, the dedsion “ o ^ npW] has been applicable tn changes, if too audacious, could 

^mtatofaisinap^to™, : thing thfo, *iost no one dis; • threfoen their gilp on power. 

Sot that has always been case; ,put5 any morel -that , Saddam no doubt have theeffect ofwind. overauuapou^ u. (December 17) 

klfr eight years that Unscom Htfosdn^;. regime- i» -less- thaq Ing up Unscom's operations. ..tuecemuc, , 



